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STATES AND CAPITAL CITIES 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

States 
(abbr.)

admitted 
to union

State 
Capitals

Alabama
(AL)

Alaska
(AK)

Arizona
(AZ)

Arkansas
(AR)

California
(CA)

Colorado
(CO)

Connecticut
(CT)

Delaware
(DE)

Florida
(FL)

Georgia
(GA)

Hawaii
(HI)

Idaho
(ID)

Illinois
(IL)

Indiana
(IN)
Iowa
(IA)

Kansas
(KS)

Kentucky
(KY)

Louisiana
(LA)

Maine
(ME)

Maryland
(MD)

Massachusetts
(MA)

Michigan
(MI)

Minnesota
(MN)

Mississippi
(MS)

Missouri
(MO)

1819

1959

1912

1836

1850

1876

1788

1787

1845

1788

1959

1890

1818

1816

1846

1861

1792

1812

1820

1788

1788

1837

1858

1817

1821

Montgomery

Juneau

Phoenix

Little Rock

Sacramento

Denver

Hartford

Dover

Tallahassee

Atlanta

Honolulu

Boise

Springfield

Indianapolis

Des Moines

Topeka

Frankfort

Baton Rouge

Augusta

Annapolis

Boston

Lansing

St. Paul

Jackson

Jefferson City

States 
(abbr.)

admitted 
to union

State 
Capitals

Montana
(MT)

Nebraska
(NE)

Nevada
(NV)
New 

Hampshire
(NH)

New Jersey
(NJ)

New Mexico
(NM)

New York
(NY)

North Carolina
(NC)

North Dakota
(ND)
Ohio
(OH)

Oklahoma
(OK)

Oregon
(OR)

Pennsylvania
(PA)

Rhode Island
(RI)

South Carolina
(SC)

South Dakota
(SD)

Tennessee
(TN)

Texas
(TX)
Utah
(UT)

Vermont
(VT)

Virginia
(VA)

Washington
(WA)

West Virginia
(WV)

Wisconsin
(WI)

Wyoming
(WY)

District of 
Columbia 

(DC)
1889

1867

1864

1788

1787

1912

1788

1789

1889

1803

1907

1859

1787

1790

1788

1889

1796

1845

1896

1791

1788

1889

1863

1848

1890

1790

Helena

Lincoln

Carson City

Concord

Trenton

Santa Fe

Albany

Raleigh

Bismarck

Columbus

Oklahoma 
City

Salem

Harrisburg

Providence

Columbia

Pierre

Nashville

Austin

Salt Lake City

Montpelier

Richmond

Olympia

Charleston

Madison

Cheyenne

U.S. National 
Capital
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George Washington 
1732-1799 
Born in Virginia  
No political party 
President: 1789-1797 

John Adams 
1735-1826
Born in Massachusetts
Federalist
President: 1797-1801

Thomas Jefferson 
1743-1826 
Born in Virginia 
Democratic-Republican 
President: 1801-1809 

James Madison
1751-1836
Born in Virginia
Democratic-Republican
President: 1809-1817

James Monroe 
1757-1831 
Born in Virginia 
Democratic-Republican 
President: 1817-1825 

John Quincy Adams
1767-1848
Born in Massachusetts
Democratic-Republican
President: 1825-1829

Andrew Jackson
1767-1845 
Born in South Carolina 
Democrat 
President: 1829-1837 

Martin Van Buren
1782-1862
Born in New York
Democrat
President: 1837-1841

William Henry 
Harrison 
1773-1841 
Born in Virginia 
Whig 
President: Mar. 4-Apr. 4, 
1841

John Tyler
1790-1862
Born in Virginia
Whig
President: 1841-1845

James K. Polk 
1795-1849  
Born in North Carolina 
Democrat 
President: 1845-1849   

Zachary Taylor
1784-1850
Born in Virginia
Whig
President: 1849-1850

Millard Fillmore
1800-1875
Born in New York
Whig
President: 1850-1853

Franklin Pierce
1804-1869
Born in New Hampshire
Democrat
President: 1853-1857

James Buchanan
1791-1868
Born in Pennsylvania
Democrat
President: 1857-1861

Abraham Lincoln
1809-1865
Born in Kentucky
Republican
President: 1861-1865

Andrew Johnson
1808-1875
Born in North Carolina
Democrat
President: 1865-1869

Ulysses S. Grant
1822-1885
Born in Ohio
Republican
President: 1869-1877

Rutherford B. Hayes
1822-1893
Born in Ohio  
Republican
President: 1877-1881

James A. Garfield
1831-1881
Born in Ohio  
Republican
President: Mar. 4-Sep. 19, 
1881

Chester A. Arthur
1829-1886
Born in Vermont
Republican
President: 1881-1885

Grover Cleveland
1837-1908
Born in New Jersey
Democrat
President: 1885-1889

Benjamin Harrison
1833-1901
Born in Ohio  
Republican
President: 1889-1893

Grover Cleveland
1837-1908
Born in New Jersey
Democrat
President: 1893-1897
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William McKinley
1843-1901
Born in Ohio
Democrat
President: 1897-1901

Theodore Roosevelt
1858-1919
Born in New York
Republican
President: 1901-1909

William Howard Taft
1857-1930
Born in Ohio
Republican
President: 1909-1913

Woodrow Wilson
1856-1924
Born in Virginia
Democrat
President: 1913-1921

Warren G. Harding
1865-1923
Born in Ohio  
Republican
President: 1921-1923

Calvin Coolidge
1872-1933
Born in Vermont
Republican
President: 1923-1929

Herbert Hoover
1874-1964
Born in Iowa 
Republican 
President: 1929-1933

Franklin D. Roosevelt
1882-1945
Born in New York
Democrat
President: 1933-1945

Harry S. Truman
1844-1972
Born in Missouri 
Democrat
President: 1945-1953

Dwight D. Eisenhower
1890-1969
Born in Texas
Republican
President: 1953-1961

John F. Kennedy
1917-1963
Born in Massachusetts
Democrat
President: 1961-1963

Lyndon B. Johnson
1908-1973
Born in Texas
Democrat
President: 1963-1969

Richard M. Nixon
1913-1994
Born in California
Republican
President:  1969-1974

Gerald R. Ford
1913-2006
Born in Nebraska
Republican
President: 1974-1977

James E. Carter, Jr.
1924-
Born in Georgia
Democrat 
President: 1977-1981

Ronald W. Reagan
1911-2004
Born in Illinois
Republican
President: 1981-1989

George H.W. Bush
1924-
Born in Massachusetts
Republican
President: 1989-1993

William J. Clinton
1946-
Born in Arkansas
Democrat
President: 1993-2000

George W. Bush
1946-
Born in Texas
Republican
President: 2001-2009

Barack H. Obama
1961-
Born in (disputed)
Democrat
President: 2009-

11
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The Declaration of

Independence
of the 

United States of America

In Congress, July 4, 1776

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States of America

When in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve

the political bands which have connected them with another and to assume among the

powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of

Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that

they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are

instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, —

That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the

Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its

foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall

seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate

that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes;

and accordingly all experience hath shewn that mankind are more disposed to suffer,

while evils are sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they

are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably

the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their

right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for

their future security. — Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and

such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of

Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated

injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute

Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.
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He has refused his Assent to Laws, the

most wholesome and necessary for the

public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass

Laws of immediate and pressing

importance, unless suspended in their

operation till his Assent should be

obtained; and when so suspended, he has

utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the

accommodation of large districts of

people, unless those people would

relinquish the right of Representation in

the Legislature, a right inestimable to

them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies

at places unusual, uncomfortable, and

distant from the depository of their Public

Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing

them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses

repeatedly, for opposing with manly

firmness his invasions on the rights of the

people.

He has refused for a long time, after such

dissolutions, to cause others to be elected,

whereby the Legislative Powers,

incapable of Annihilation, have returned

to the People at large for their exercise;

the State remaining in the mean time

exposed to all the dangers of invasion

from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the

population of these States; for that

purpose obstructing the Laws for

Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to

pass others to encourage their migrations

hither, and raising the conditions of new

Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of

Justice by refusing his Assent to Laws for

establishing Judiciary Powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will

alone for the tenure of their offices, and

the amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices,

and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass

our people and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace,

Standing Armies without the Consent of

our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military

independent of and superior to the Civil

Power.

He has combined with others to subject

us to a jurisdiction foreign to our

constitution, and unacknowledged by our

laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of

pretended Legislation:

For quartering large bodies of armed

troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial

from punishment for any Murders which

they should commit on the Inhabitants of

these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of

the world:

The Declaration of Independence
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For imposing Taxes on us without our

Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the

benefit of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be

tried for pretended offences:

For abolishing the free System of English

Laws in a neighbouring Province,

establishing therein an Arbitrary

government, and enlarging its Boundaries

so as to render it at once an example and

fit instrument for introducing the same

absolute rule into these Colonies

For taking away our Charters, abolishing

our most valuable Laws and altering

fundamentally the Forms of our

Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and

declaring themselves invested with power

to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by

declaring us out of his Protection and

waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our

coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the

lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies

of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the

works of death, desolation, and tyranny,

already begun with circumstances of

Cruelty & Perfidy scarcely paralleled in

the most barbarous ages, and totally

unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens

taken Captive on the high Seas to bear

Arms against their Country, to become the

executioners of their friends and Brethren,

or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections

amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring

on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the

merciless Indian Savages whose known rule

of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction

of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We

have Petitioned for Redress in the most

humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have

been answered only by repeated injury. A

Prince, whose character is thus marked by

every act which may define a Tyrant, is

unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions

to our British brethren. 

We have warned them from time to time

of attempts by their legislature to extend

an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. 

We have reminded them of the

circumstances of our emigration and

settlement here. 

We have appealed to their native justice

and magnanimity, and we have conjured

them by the ties of our common kindred

to disavow these usurpations, which

would inevitably interrupt our

connections and correspondence. They

too have been deaf to the voice of justice

and of consanguinity. 

18



We must, therefore, acquiesce in the

necessity, which denounces our

Separation, and hold them, as we hold the

rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in

Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the

united States of America, in General

Congress, Assembled, appealing to the

Supreme Judge of the world for the

rectitude of our intentions, do, in the

Name, and by Authority of the good

People of these Colonies, solemnly

publish and declare, That these united

Colonies are, and of Right ought to be

Free and Independent States, that they are

Absolved from all Allegiance to the

British Crown, and that all political

connection between them and the State of

Great Britain, is and ought to be totally

dissolved; and that as Free and

Independent States, they have full Power

to levy War, conclude Peace, contract

Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do

all other Acts and Things which

Independent States may of right do. —

And for the support of this Declaration,

with a firm reliance on the protection of

Divine Providence, we mutually pledge

to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and

our sacred Honor.

— John Hancock

New Hampshire:

Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, Matthew

Thornton

Massachusetts:

John Hancock, Samuel Adams, John Adams,

Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry

Rhode Island:

Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery

Connecticut:

Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William

Williams, Oliver Wolcott

New York:

William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis

Lewis, Lewis Morris

New Jersey:

Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis

Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark

Pennsylvania:

Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin

Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer,

James Smith, George Taylor, James Wilson,

George Ross

Delaware:

Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas

McKean

Maryland:

Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone,

Charles Carroll of Carrollton

Virginia:

George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas

Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas

Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter

Braxton

North Carolina:

William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn

South Carolina:

Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr.,

Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton

Georgia:

Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George

Walton
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The Articles of Confederation (1781)
ARTICLE I: The Stile of this Confederacy shall be "The United States of America". 

ARTICLE II: Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every

power, jurisdiction, and right, which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated to the

United States, in Congress assembled. 

ARTICLE III: The said States hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship with

each other, for their common defense, the security of their liberties, and their mutual and

general welfare, binding themselves to assist each other, against all force offered to, or attacks

made upon them, or any of them, on account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other

pretense whatever. 

ARTICLE IV: The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and intercourse among

the people of the different States in this Union, the free inhabitants of each of these States,

paupers, vagabonds, and fugitives from justice excepted, shall be entitled to all privileges and

immunities of free citizens in the several States; and the people of each State shall free ingress

and regress to and from any other State, and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and

commerce, subject to the same duties, impositions, and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof

respectively, provided that such restrictions shall not extend so far as to prevent the removal

of property imported into any State, to any other State, of which the owner is an inhabitant;

provided also that no imposition, duties or restriction shall be laid by any State, on the

property of the United States, or either of them. 

If any person guilty of, or charged with, treason, felony, or other high misdemeanor in any

State, shall flee from justice, and be found in any of the United States, he shall, upon demand

of the Governor or executive power of the State from which he fled, be delivered up and

removed to the State having jurisdiction of his offense. 

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these States to the records, acts, and judicial

proceedings of the courts and magistrates of every other State. 

ARTICLE V: For the most convenient management of the general interests of the United

States, delegates shall be annually appointed in such manner as the legislatures of each State

shall direct, to meet in Congress on the first Monday in November, in every year, with a

power reserved to each State to recall its delegates, or any of them, at any time within the

year, and to send others in their stead for the remainder of the year. 

No State shall be represented in Congress by less than two, nor more than seven members; and

no person shall be capable of being a delegate for more than three years in any term of six

years; nor shall any person, being a delegate, be capable of holding any office under the United

States, for which he, or another for his benefit, receives any salary, fees or emolument of any

kind. 
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Each State shall maintain its own delegates in

a meeting of the States, and while they act as

members of the committee of the States. 

In determining questions in the United States

in Congress assembled, each State shall have

one vote. 

Freedom of speech and debate in Congress

shall not be impeached or questioned in any

court or place out of Congress, and the

members of Congress shall be protected in

their persons from arrests or imprisonments,

during the time of their going to and from,

and attendence on Congress, except for

treason, felony, or breach of the peace. 

ARTICLE VI: No State, without the consent

of the United States in Congress assembled,

shall send any embassy to, or receive any

embassy from, or enter into any conference,

agreement, alliance or treaty with any King,

Prince or State; nor shall any person holding

any office of profit or trust under the United

States, or any of them, accept any present,

emolument, office or title of any kind whatever

from any King, Prince or foreign State; nor

shall the United States in Congress assembled,

or any of them, grant any title of nobility. 

No two or more States shall enter into any

treaty, confederation or alliance whatever

between them, without the consent of the

United States in Congress assembled,

specifying accurately the purposes for which

the same is to be entered into, and how long

it shall continue. 

No State shall lay any imposts or duties,

which may interfere with any stipulations in

treaties, entered into by the United States in

Congress assembled, with any King, Prince

or State, in pursuance of any treaties already

proposed by Congress, to the courts of France

and Spain. 

No vessel of war shall be kept up in time of

peace by any State, except such number only,

as shall be deemed necessary by the United

States in Congress assembled, for the defense

of such State, or its trade; nor shall any body

of forces be kept up by any State in time of

peace, except such number only, as in the

judgement of the United States in Congress

assembled, shall be deemed requisite to

garrison the forts necessary for the defense of

such State; but every State shall always keep

up a well-regulated and disciplined militia,

sufficiently armed and accoutered, and shall

provide and constantly have ready for use, in

public stores, a due number of filed pieces

and tents, and a proper quantity of arms,

ammunition and camp equipage. 

No State shall engage in any war without the

consent of the United States in Congress

assembled, unless such State be actually

invaded by enemies, or shall have received

certain advice of a resolution being formed

by some nation of Indians to invade such

State, and the danger is so imminent as not to

admit of a delay till the United States in

Congress assembled can be consulted; nor

shall any State grant commissions to any

ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque

or reprisal, except it be after a declaration of

war by the United States in Congress

assembled, and then only against the

Kingdom or State and the subjects thereof,

against which war has been so declared, and

under such regulations as shall be established

by the United States in Congress assembled,

unless such State be infested by pirates, in

which case vessels of war may be fitted out

for that occasion, and kept so long as the

danger shall continue, or until the United

States in Congress assembled shall determine

otherwise. 

The Articles of Confederation
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ARTICLE VII: When land forces are raised

by any State for the common defense, all

officers of or under the rank of colonel, shall

be appointed by the legislature of each State

respectively, by whom such forces shall be

raised, or in such manner as such State shall

direct, and all vacancies shall be filled up by

the State which first made the appointment. 

ARTICLE VIII: All charges of war, and all

other expenses that shall be incurred for the

common defense or general welfare, and

allowed by the United States in Congress

assembled, shall be defrayed out of a

common treasury, which shall be supplied by

the several States in proportion to the value

of all land within each State, granted or

surveyed for any person, as such land and the

buildings and improvements thereon shall be

estimated according to such mode as the

United States in Congress assembled, shall

from time to time direct and appoint. 

The taxes for paying that proportion shall be

laid and levied by the authority and direction

of the legislatures of the several States within

the time agreed upon by the United States in

Congress assembled. 

ARTICLE IX: The United States in

Congress assembled, shall have the sole and

exclusive right and power of determining on

peace and war, except in the cases mentioned

in the sixth article—of sending and receiving

ambassadors—entering into treaties and

alliances, provided that no treaty of

commerce shall be made whereby the

legislative power of the respective States

shall be restrained from imposing such

imposts and duties on foreigners, as their own

people are subjected to, or from prohibiting

the exportation or importation of any species

of goods or commodities whatsoever—of

establishing rules for deciding in all cases,

what captures on land or water shall be legal,

and in what manner prizes taken by land or

naval forces in the service of the United

States shall be divided or appropriated—of

granting letters of marque and reprisal in

times of peace—appointing courts for the

trial of piracies and felonies commited on the

high seas and establishing courts for

receiving and determining finally appeals in

all cases of captures, provided that no

member of Congress shall be appointed a

judge of any of the said courts. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall

also be the last resort on appeal in all disputes

and differences now subsisting or that

hereafter may arise between two or more

States concerning boundary, jurisdiction or any

other causes whatever; which authority shall

always be exercised in the manner following.

Whenever the legislative or executive

authority or lawful agent of any State in

controversy with another shall present a

petition to Congress stating the matter in

question and praying for a hearing, notice

thereof shall be given by order of Congress to

the legislative or executive authority of the

other State in controversy, and a day assigned

for the appearance of the parties by their

lawful agents, who shall then be directed to

appoint by joint consent, commissioners or

judges to constitute a court for hearing and

determining the matter in question: but if they

cannot agree, Congress shall name three

persons out of each of the United States, and

from the list of such persons each party shall

alternately strike out one, the petitioners

beginning, until the number shall be reduced

to thirteen; and from that number not less than

seven, nor more than nine names as Congress

shall direct, shall in the presence of Congress

be drawn out by lot, and the persons whose

names shall be so drawn or any five of them,

shall be commissioners or judges, to hear and

finally determine the controversy, so always as

a major part of the judges who shall hear the

24



cause shall agree in the determination: and if

either party shall neglect to attend at the day

appointed, without showing reasons, which

Congress shall judge sufficient, or being

present shall refuse to strike, the Congress

shall proceed to nominate three persons out of

each State, and the secretary of Congress shall

strike in behalf of such party absent or

refusing; and the judgement and sentence of

the court to be appointed, in the manner before

prescribed, shall be final and conclusive; and if

any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the

authority of such court, or to appear or defend

their claim or cause, the court shall

nevertheless proceed to pronounce sentence, or

judgement, which shall in like manner be final

and decisive, the judgement or sentence and

other proceedings being in either case

transmitted to Congress, and lodged among the

acts of Congress for the security of the parties

concerned: provided that every commissioner,

before he sits in judgement, shall take an oath

to be administered by one of the judges of the

supreme or superior court of the State, where

the cause shall be tried, 'well and truly to hear

and determine the matter in question,

according to the best of his judgement, without

favor, affection or hope of reward': provided

also, that no State shall be deprived of territory

for the benefit of the United States. 

All controversies concerning the private right

of soil claimed under different grants of two

or more States, whose jurisdictions as they

may respect such lands, and the States which

passed such grants are adjusted, the said

grants or either of them being at the same

time claimed to have originated antecedent to

such settlement of jurisdiction, shall on the

petition of either party to the Congress of the

United States, be finally determined as near

as may be in the same manner as is before

presecribed for deciding disputes respecting

territorial jurisdiction between different

States. 

The United States in Congress assembled

shall also have the sole and exclusive right

and power of regulating the alloy and value

of coin struck by their own authority, or by

that of the respective States—fixing the

standards of weights and measures

throughout the United States—regulating the

trade and managing all affairs with the

Indians, not members of any of the States,

provided that the legislative right of any State

within its own limits be not infringed or

violated—establishing or regulating post

offices from one State to another, throughout

all the United States, and exacting such

postage on the papers passing through the

same as may be requisite to defray the

expenses of the said office—appointing all

officers of the land forces, in the service of

the United States, excepting regimental

officers—appointing all the officers of the

naval forces, and commissioning all officers

whatever in the service of the United States—

making rules for the government and

regulation of the said land and naval forces,

and directing their operations. 

The United States in Congress assembled

shall have authority to appoint a committee, to

sit in the recess of Congress, to be

denominated 'A Committee of the States', and

to consist of one delegate from each State;

and to appoint such other committees and

civil officers as may be necessary for

managing the general affairs of the United

States under their direction -- to appoint one

of their members to preside, provided that no

person be allowed to serve in the office of

president more than one year in any term of

three years; to ascertain the necessary sums of

money to be raised for the service of the

United States, and to appropriate and apply

the same for defraying the public expenses --

to borrow money, or emit bills on the credit of

the United States, transmitting every half-year

to the respective States an account of the sums
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of money so borrowed or emitted—to build

and equip a navy—to agree upon the number

of land forces, and to make requisitions from

each State for its quota, in proportion to the

number of white inhabitants in such State;

which requisition shall be binding, and

thereupon the legislature of each State shall

appoint the regimental officers, raise the men

and cloath, arm and equip them in a solid-like

manner, at the expense of the United States;

and the officers and men so cloathed, armed

and equipped shall march to the place

appointed, and within the time agreed on by

the United States in Congress assembled. But

if the United States in Congress assembled

shall, on consideration of circumstances judge

proper that any State should not raise men, or

should raise a smaller number of men than the

quota thereof, such extra number shall be

raised, officered, cloathed, armed and

equipped in the same manner as the quota of

each State, unless the legislature of such State

shall judge that such extra number cannot be

safely spread out in the same, in which case

they shall raise, officer, cloath, arm and equip

as many of such extra number as they judeg

can be safely spared. And the officers and

men so cloathed, armed, and equipped, shall

march to the place appointed, and within the

time agreed on by the United States in

Congress assembled. 

The United States in Congress assembled

shall never engage in a war, nor grant letters

of marque or reprisal in time of peace, nor

enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin

money, nor regulate the value thereof, nor

ascertain the sums and expenses necessary

for the defense and welfare of the United

States, or any of them, nor emit bills, nor

borrow money on the credit of the United

States, nor appropriate money, nor agree upon

the number of vessels of war, to be built or

purchased, or the number of land or sea

forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander

in chief of the army or navy, unless nine

States assent to the same: nor shall a question

on any other point, except for adjourning

from day to day be determined, unless by the

votes of the majority of the United States in

Congress assembled. 

The Congress of the United States shall have

power to adjourn to any time within the year,

and to any place within the United States, so

that no period of adjournment be for a longer

duration than the space of six months, and

shall publish the journal of their proceedings

monthly, except such parts thereof relating to

treaties, alliances or military operations, as in

their judgement require secrecy; and the yeas

and nays of the delegates of each State on

any question shall be entered on the journal,

when it is desired by any delegates of a State,

or any of them, at his or their request shall be

furnished with a transcript of the said journal,

except such parts as are above excepted, to

lay before the legislatures of the several

States. 

ARTICLE X: The Committee of the States,

or any nine of them, shall be authorized to

execute, in the recess of Congress, such of

the powers of Congress as the United States

in Congress assembled, by the consent of the

nine States, shall from time to time think

expedient to vest them with; provided that no

power be delegated to the said Committee,

for the exercise of which, by the Articles of

Confederation, the voice of nine States in the

Congress of the United States assembled be

requisite. 

ARTICLE XI: Canada acceding to this

confederation, and adjoining in the measures

of the United States, shall be admitted into,

and entitled to all the advantages of this

Union; but no other colony shall be admitted

into the same, unless such admission be

agreed to by nine States. 
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ARTICLE XII: All bills of credit emitted,

monies borrowed, and debts contracted by, or

under the authority of Congress, before the

assembling of the United States, in pursuance

of the present confederation, shall be deemed

and considered as a charge against the United

States, for payment and satisfaction whereof

the said United States, and the public faith

are hereby solemnly pleged. 

ARTICLE XIII: Every State shall abide by the

determination of the United States in Congress

assembled, on all questions which by this

confederation are submitted to them. And the

Articles of this Confederation shall be inviolably

observed by every State, and the Union shall be

perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time

hereafter be made in any of them; unless such

alteration be agreed to in a Congress of the

United States, and be afterwards confirmed by

the legislatures of every State.

And Whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor

of the World to incline the hearts of the

legislatures we respectively represent in

Congress, to approve of, and to authorize us to

ratify the said Articles of Confederation and

perpetual Union. Know Ye that we the

undersigned delegates, by virtue of the power

and authority to us given for that purpose, do by

these presents, in the name and in behalf of our

respective constituents, fully and entirely ratify

and confirm each and every of the said Articles

of Confederation and perpetual Union, and all

and singular the matters and things therein

contained: And we do further solemnly plight

and engage the faith of our respective

constituents, that they shall abide by the

determinations of the United States in Congress

assembled, on all questions, which by the said

Confederation are submitted to them. And that

the Articles thereof shall be inviolably observed

by the States we respectively represent, and that

the Union shall be perpetual. In Witness whereof,

we have hereunto set our hands in Congress. 

DONE at Philadelphia, in the State of

Pennfylvania, the 9th day of July, in the Year

of our Lord 1778, and in the third year of the

independence of America. 

The aforefaid Articles of Confederation were

finally ratified on the firft day of March

1781; the state of Maryland having, by their

Members in Congrefs, on that day acceded

thereto, and completed the fame. 

New Hampshire: JOSIAH BARTLETT JOHN

WENTWORTH, jun. 

Massachusetts Bay: JOHN HANCOCK SAMUEL

ADAMS ELBRIDGE GERRY FRANCIS DANA

JAMES LOVELL SAMUEL HOLTEN 

Rhode Island and Providence Plantations: WILLIAM

ELLERY HENRY MARCHANT JOHN COLLINS 

Connecticut: ROGER SHERMAN SAMUEL

HUNTINGTON OLIVER WOLCOTT TITUS

HOSMER ANDREW ADAMS 

New York: JAMES DUANE FRANCIS LEWIS

WILLIAM DUER GOVERNEUR MORRIS 

New Jersey: JOHN WITHERSPOON NATHANIEL

SCUDDER 

Pennsylvania: ROBERT MORRIS DANIEL

ROBERDEAU JOHN BAYARD SMITH. WILLIAM

CLINGAN JOSEPH REED 

Delaware: THOMAS M'KEAN JOHN DICKINSON

NICHOLAS VAN DYKE, 

Maryland: JOHN HANSON DANIEL CARROLL 

Virginia: RICHARD HENRY LEE JOHN BANISTER

THOMAS ADAMS JOHN HARVIE FRANCIS

LIGHTFOOT LEE 

N. Carolina: JOHN PENN CORNELIUS HARNETT

JOHN WILLIAMS 

S. Carolina: HENRY LAURENS WILL HENRY

DRAYTON JOHN MATHEWS RICHARD HUTSON

THOMAS HEYWARD jun. 

Georgia: JOHN WALTON EDWARD TELFAIR

EDWARD LONGWORTHY 

The Articles of Confederation
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The Northwest Ordinance 
July 13, 1787

An Ordinance for the government of the Territory of the United
States northwest of the River Ohio. 

Section 1. Be it ordained by the United States in Congress assembled, That the said territory,

for the purposes of temporary government, be one district, subject, however, to be divided

into two districts, as future circumstances may, in the opinion of Congress, make it expedient. 

Sec 2. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the estates, both of resident and

nonresident proprietors in the said territory, dying intestate, shall descent to, and be

distributed among their children, and the descendants of a deceased child, in equal parts; the

descendants of a deceased child or grandchild to take the share of their deceased parent in

equal parts among them: And where there shall be no children or descendants, then in equal

parts to the next of kin in equal degree; and among collaterals, the children of a deceased

brother or sister of the intestate shall have, in equal parts among them, their deceased parents'

share; and there shall in no case be a distinction between kindred of the whole and half blood;

saving, in all cases, to the widow of the intestate her third part of the real estate for life, and

one third part of the personal estate; and this law relative to descents and dower, shall remain

in full force until altered by the legislature of the district. And until the governor and judges

shall adopt laws as hereinafter mentioned, estates in the said territory may be devised or

bequeathed by wills in writing, signed and sealed by him or her in whom the estate may be

(being of full age), and attested by three witnesses; and real estates may be conveyed by lease

and release, or bargain and sale, signed, sealed and delivered by the person being of full age,

in whom the estate may be, and attested by two witnesses, provided such wills be duly

proved, and such conveyances be acknowledged, or the execution thereof duly proved, and be

recorded within one year after proper magistrates, courts, and registers shall be appointed for

that purpose; and personal property may be transferred by delivery; saving, however to the

French and Canadian inhabitants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskies, St. Vincents and the

neighboring villages who have heretofore professed themselves citizens of Virginia, their

laws and customs now in force among them, relative to the descent and conveyance, of

property. 

Sec. 3. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That there shall be appointed from time to

time by Congress, a governor, whose commission shall continue in force for the term of three

years, unless sooner revoked by Congress; he shall reside in the district, and have a freehold

estate therein in 1,000 acres of land, while in the exercise of his office. 

Sec. 4. There shall be appointed from time to time by Congress, a secretary, whose

commission shall continue in force for four years unless sooner revoked; he shall reside in the
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district, and have a freehold estate therein in

500 acres of land, while in the exercise of his

office. It shall be his duty to keep and

preserve the acts and laws passed by the

legislature, and the public records of the

district, and the proceedings of the governor

in his executive department, and transmit

authentic copies of such acts and

proceedings, every six months, to the

Secretary of Congress: There shall also be

appointed a court to consist of three judges,

any two of whom to form a court, who shall

have a common law jurisdiction, and reside

in the district, and have each therein a

freehold estate in 500 acres of land while in

the exercise of their offices; and their

commissions shall continue in force during

good behavior. 

Sec. 5. The governor and judges, or a

majority of them, shall adopt and publish in

the district such laws of the original States,

criminal and civil, as may be necessary and

best suited to the circumstances of the

district, and report them to Congress from

time to time: which laws shall be in force in

the district until the organization of the

General Assembly therein, unless

disapproved of by Congress; but afterwards

the Legislature shall have authority to alter

them as they shall think fit. 

Sec. 6. The governor, for the time being,

shall be commander in chief of the militia,

appoint and commission all officers in the

same below the rank of general officers; all

general officers shall be appointed and

commissioned by Congress. 

Sec. 7. Previous to the organization of the

general assembly, the governor shall appoint

such magistrates and other civil officers in

each county or township, as he shall find

necessary for the preservation of the peace

and good order in the same: After the general

assembly shall be organized, the powers and

duties of the magistrates and other civil

officers shall be regulated and defined by the

said assembly; but all magistrates and other

civil officers not herein otherwise directed,

shall during the continuance of this

temporary government, be appointed by the

governor. 

Sec. 8. For the prevention of crimes and

injuries, the laws to be adopted or made shall

have force in all parts of the district, and for

the execution of process, criminal and civil,

the governor shall make proper divisions

thereof; and he shall proceed from time to

time as circumstances may require, to lay out

the parts of the district in which the Indian

titles shall have been extinguished, into

counties and townships, subject, however, to

such alterations as may thereafter be made by

the legislature. 

Sec. 9. So soon as there shall be five

thousand free male inhabitants of full age in

the district, upon giving proof thereof to the

governor, they shall receive authority, with

time and place, to elect a representative from

their counties or townships to represent them

in the general assembly: Provided, That, for

every five hundred free male inhabitants,

there shall be one representative, and so on

progressively with the number of free male

inhabitants shall the right of representation

increase, until the number of representatives

shall amount to twenty five; after which, the

number and proportion of representatives

shall be regulated by the legislature:

Provided, That no person be eligible or

qualified to act as a representative unless he

shall have been a citizen of one of the United

States three years, and be a resident in the

district, or unless he shall have resided in the

district three years; and, in either case, shall

The Northwest Ordinance
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likewise hold in his own right, in fee simple,

two hundred acres of land within the same;

Provided, also, That a freehold in fifty acres

of land in the district, having been a citizen

of one of the states, and being resident in the

district, or the like freehold and two years

residence in the district, shall be necessary to

qualify a man as an elector of a

representative. 

Sec. 10. The representatives thus elected,

shall serve for the term of two years; and, in

case of the death of a representative, or

removal from office, the governor shall issue

a writ to the county or township for which he

was a member, to elect another in his stead,

to serve for the residue of the term. 

Sec. 11. The general assembly or legislature

shall consist of the governor, legislative

council, and a house of representatives. The

Legislative Council shall consist of five

members, to continue in office five years,

unless sooner removed by Congress; any three

of whom to be a quorum: and the members of

the Council shall be nominated and appointed

in the following manner, to wit: As soon as

representatives shall be elected, the Governor

shall appoint a time and place for them to

meet together; and, when met, they shall

nominate ten persons, residents in the district,

and each possessed of a freehold in five

hundred acres of land, and return their names

to Congress; five of whom Congress shall

appoint and commission to serve as aforesaid;

and, whenever a vacancy shall happen in the

council, by death or removal from office, the

house of representatives shall nominate two

persons, qualified as aforesaid, for each

vacancy, and return their names to Congress;

one of whom congress shall appoint and

commission for the residue of the term. And

every five years, four months at least before

the expiration of the time of service of the

members of council, the said house shall

nominate ten persons, qualified as aforesaid,

and return their names to Congress; five of

whom Congress shall appoint and commission

to serve as members of the council five years,

unless sooner removed. And the governor,

legislative council, and house of

representatives, shall have authority to make

laws in all cases, for the good government of

the district, not repugnant to the principles and

articles in this ordinance established and

declared. And all bills, having passed by a

majority in the house, and by a majority in the

council, shall be referred to the governor for

his assent; but no bill, or legislative act

whatever, shall be of any force without his

assent. The governor shall have power to

convene, prorogue, and dissolve the general

assembly, when, in his opinion, it shall be

expedient. 

Sec. 12. The governor, judges, legislative

council, secretary, and such other officers as

Congress shall appoint in the district, shall

take an oath or affirmation of fidelity and of

office; the governor before the president of

congress, and all other officers before the

Governor. As soon as a legislature shall be

formed in the district, the council and house

assembled in one room, shall have authority,

by joint ballot, to elect a delegate to

Congress, who shall have a seat in Congress,

with a right of debating but not voting during

this temporary government. 

Sec. 13. And, for extending the fundamental

principles of civil and religious liberty, which

form the basis whereon these republics, their

laws and constitutions are erected; to fix and

establish those principles as the basis of all

laws, constitutions, and governments, which

forever hereafter shall be formed in the said

territory: to provide also for the

establishment of States, and permanent
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government therein, and for their admission

to a share in the federal councils on an equal

footing with the original States, at as early

periods as may be consistent with the general

interest: 

Sec. 14. It is hereby ordained and declared by

the authority aforesaid, That the following

articles shall be considered as articles of

compact between the original States and the

people and States in the said territory and

forever remain unalterable, unless by

common consent, to wit: 

Art. 1. No person, demeaning himself in a

peaceable and orderly manner, shall ever be

molested on account of his mode of worship

or religious sentiments, in the said territory. 

Art. 2. The inhabitants of the said territory

shall always be entitled to the benefits of the

writ of habeas corpus, and of the trial by jury;

of a proportionate representation of the people

in the legislature; and of judicial proceedings

according to the course of the common law.

All persons shall be bailable, unless for

capital offenses, where the proof shall be

evident or the presumption great. All fines

shall be moderate; and no cruel or unusual

punishments shall be inflicted. No man shall

be deprived of his liberty or property, but by

the judgment of his peers or the law of the

land; and, should the public exigencies make

it necessary, for the common preservation, to

take any person's property, or to demand his

particular services, full compensation shall be

made for the same. And, in the just

preservation of rights and property, it is

understood and declared, that no law ought

ever to be made, or have force in the said

territory, that shall, in any manner whatever,

interfere with or affect private contracts or

engagements, bona fide, and without fraud,

previously formed. 

Art. 3. Religion, morality, and knowledge,

being necessary to good government and the

happiness of mankind, schools and the means

of education shall forever be encouraged. The

utmost good faith shall always be observed

towards the Indians; their lands and property

shall never be taken from them without their

consent; and, in their property, rights, and

liberty, they shall never be invaded or

disturbed, unless in just and lawful wars

authorized by Congress; but laws founded in

justice and humanity, shall from time to time

be made for preventing wrongs being done to

them, and for preserving peace and friendship

with them. 

Art. 4. The said territory, and the States

which may be formed therein, shall forever

remain a part of this Confederacy of the

United States of America, subject to the

Articles of Confederation, and to such

alterations therein as shall be constitutionally

made; and to all the acts and ordinances of

the United States in Congress assembled,

conformable thereto. The inhabitants and

settlers in the said territory shall be subject to

pay a part of the federal debts contracted or

to be contracted, and a proportional part of

the expenses of government, to be

apportioned on them by Congress according

to the same common rule and measure by

which apportionments thereof shall be made

on the other States; and the taxes for paying

their proportion shall be laid and levied by

the authority and direction of the legislatures

of the district or districts, or new States, as in

the original States, within the time agreed

upon by the United States in Congress

assembled. The legislatures of those districts

or new States, shall never interfere with the

primary disposal of the soil by the United

States in Congress assembled, nor with any

regulations Congress may find necessary for

securing the title in such soil to the bona fide
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purchasers. No tax shall be imposed on lands

the property of the United States; and, in no

case, shall nonresident proprietors be taxed

higher than residents. The navigable waters

leading into the Mississippi and St.

Lawrence, and the carrying places between

the same, shall be common highways and

forever free, as well to the inhabitants of the

said territory as to the citizens of the United

States, and those of any other States that may

be admitted into the confederacy, without any

tax, impost, or duty therefore. 

Art. 5. There shall be formed in the said

territory, not less than three nor more than

five States; and the boundaries of the States,

as soon as Virginia shall alter her act of

cession, and consent to the same, shall

become fixed and established as follows, to

wit: The western State in the said territory,

shall be bounded by the Mississippi, the

Ohio, and Wabash Rivers; a direct line drawn

from the Wabash and Post Vincents, due

North, to the territorial line between the

United States and Canada; and, by the said

territorial line, to the Lake of the Woods and

Mississippi. The middle State shall be

bounded by the said direct line, the Wabash

from Post Vincents to the Ohio, by the Ohio,

by a direct line, drawn due north from the

mouth of the Great Miami, to the said

territorial line, and by the said territorial line.

The eastern State shall be bounded by the last

mentioned direct line, the Ohio,

Pennsylvania, and the said territorial line:

Provided, however, and it is further

understood and declared, that the boundaries

of these three States shall be subject so far to

be altered, that, if Congress shall hereafter

find it expedient, they shall have authority to

form one or two States in that part of the said

territory which lies north of an east and west

line drawn through the southerly bend or

extreme of Lake Michigan. And, whenever

any of the said States shall have sixty

thousand free inhabitants therein, such State

shall be admitted, by its delegates, into the

Congress of the United States, on an equal

footing with the original States in all respects

whatever, and shall be at liberty to form a

permanent constitution and State

government: Provided, the constitution and

government so to be formed, shall be

republican, and in conformity to the

principles contained in these articles; and, so

far as it can be consistent with the general

interest of the confederacy, such admission

shall be allowed at an earlier period, and

when there may be a less number of free

inhabitants in the State than sixty thousand. 

Art. 6. There shall be neither slavery nor

involuntary servitude in the said territory,

otherwise than in the punishment of crimes

whereof the party shall have been duly

convicted: Provided, always, That any person

escaping into the same, from whom labor or

service is lawfully claimed in any one of the

original States, such fugitive may be lawfully

reclaimed and conveyed to the person

claiming his or her labor or service as

aforesaid. 

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid,

That the resolutions of the 23rd of April,

1784, relative to the subject of this ordinance,

be, and the same are hereby repealed and

declared null and void. 

Done by the United States, in Congress

assembled, the 13th day of July, in the year

of our Lord 1787, and of their soveriegnty

and independence the twelfth. 
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THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

PREAMBLE
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xáàtuÄ|á{ à{|á VÉÇáà|àâà|ÉÇ yÉÜ à{x hÇ|àxw fàtàxá Éy TÅxÜ|vtA

ARTICLE I.

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

§ Section 1.

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in

a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a

Senate and House of Representatives.

§ Section 2.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

ORGANIZATION AND POWER OF

IMPEACHMENT

1. The House of Representatives shall be composed of

Members chosen every second Year by the People

of the several States, and the Electors in each State

shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of

the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature.

2. No Person shall be a Representative who shall not

have attained to the Age of twenty five Years, and

been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and

who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that

State in which he shall be chosen.

3. [Representatives and direct Taxes shall be

apportioned among the several States which may be

included within this Union, according to their

respective Numbers, which shall be determined by

adding to the whole Number of free Persons,

including those bound to Service for a Term of

Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths

of all other Persons.]2* The actual Enumeration

shall be made within three Years after the first

Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and

within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such

Manner as they shall by Law direct. The number of

Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty

Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one

Representative; and until such enumeration shall be

made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled

to choose three; Massachusetts, eight;Rhode Island

and Providence Plantations, one; Connecticut, five;

New York, six; New Jersey, four; Pennsylvania,

eight; Delaware, one; Maryland, six; Virginia, ten;

North Carolina, five; South Carolina, five; and

Georgia, three. * Changed by section 2 of the

Fourteenth Amendment. 

4. When vacancies happen in the Representation from

any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall

issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.

5. The House of Representatives shall choose their

Speaker and other Officers, and shall have the sole

Power of Impeachment.

§ Section 3.

THE SENATE: ORGANIZATION AND POWERS

OF IMPEACHMENT

1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of

two Senators from each State, [chosen by the

Legislature thereof,]* for six Years; and each

Senator shall have one Vote.

2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in

Consequence of the first Election, they shall be

divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The

seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be

vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the

second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and

of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year,

so that one third may be chosen every second Year;

[and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or

otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any

State, the Executive thereof may make temporary

Appointments until the next Meeting of the

Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies.]*
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3. No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen

of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.

4. The Vice-President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote unless they be

equally divided.

5. The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice-

President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States.

6. The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on

Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside; And no

person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.

7. Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to

hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States; but the Party convicted shall

nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law. 

*Changed by the Seventeenth Amendment.

§ Section 4.

ELECTIONS AND MEETING OF CONGRESS

1. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives shall be prescribed in

each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations,

except as to the Places of choosing Senators.

2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be [on the first Monday in

December,]* unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day.

§ Section 5.

CONGRESS’ RULES OF PROCEDURE, POWERS, QUORUM, JOURNALS, MEETINGS, ADJOURNMENTS

1. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority

of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may

be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each

House may provide.

2. Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its members for disorderly Behavior, and, with

the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a Member. 

3. Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish the same, excepting such

Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any

question shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal.

4. Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than

three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting.

§ Section 6.

PAY, PRIVILEGES, LIMITATIONS

1. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law,

and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of

the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in

going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be

questioned in any other Place. * Changed by section 2 of the Twentieth Amendment.

2. No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office

under the Authority of the United States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have

been increased during such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United States, shall be a Member

of either House during his Continuance in Office.
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§ Section 7.

PROCEDURE IN PASSING BILLS, PRESIDENT’S VETO POWER

1. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur

with Amendments, as on other Bills. 

2. Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it becomes a

Law, be presented to the President of the United States; if he approve he shall sign it, but if not, he shall return

it, with his Objections, to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large

on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two-thirds of that House shall agree

to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be

reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the

Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and

against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by

the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a

Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in

which Case it shall not be a Law.

3. Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be

necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the United States; and

before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by

two-thirds of the Senate and the House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in

the Case of a Bill.

§ Section 8.

POWERS DELEGATED TO CONGRESS

The Congress Shall Have Power:

1. To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defense

and general welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the

United States;

2. To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;

3. To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes;

4. To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout

the United States;

5. To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of Foreign Coin, and fix the Standards of Weights and Measures;

6. To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States;

7. To establish Post Offices and post Roads; 

8. To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the

exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries;

9. To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;

10.To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offenses against the Laws of Nations;

11. To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and

Water;

12.To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years;

13.To provide and maintain a Navy;

14.To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces;
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15.To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;

16.To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be

employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the

Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; 

17. To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as

may, by Cession of particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the

United States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State

in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, drydocks and other needful Buildings;

18.To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing powers, and

all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or

Officer thereof. 

§ Section 9.

POWERS DENIED TO CONGRESS

1. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall

not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may

be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.

2. The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or

Invasion the public Safety may require it.

3. No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.

4. No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein

before directed to be taken.]*

5. No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. 

6. No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those

of another, nor shall Vessels bound to or from one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another.

7. No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular

Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time.

8. No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States. And no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust

under them shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of

any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State.

§ Section 10.

RESTRICTIONS ON STATES’ POWERS

1. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin

Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any

Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of

Nobility. *Changed by the Sixteenth Amendment

2. No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what

may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection Laws, and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid

by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws

shall be subject to the Revision and Control of the Congress.

3. No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time

of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War,

unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay.
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ARTICLE II.

THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH

§ Section 1.

PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT: ELECTION, QUALIFICATIONS, AND OATH

1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold his Office

during the term of four Years, and, together with the Vice-President, chosen for the same Term, be elected as

follows:

2. Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to

the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress; but no

Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be

appointed an Elector.

3. [The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall

not be an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for,

and of the Number of Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the

Government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the

Presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be

counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a Majority of

the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an

equal Number of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately choose by Ballot one of them for

President; and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said House shall in like

manner choose the President. But in choosing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation

from each State having one Vote; A quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two-

thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice

of the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice-President. But if

there should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall choose from them by Ballot the Vice-

President.]*

4. The Congress may determine the Time of choosing the Electors, and the day on which they shall give their

Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States. 

5. No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States at the time of the Adoption of this

Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of the President; neither shall any person be eligible to that Office

who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty-five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the

United States.

6. [In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge

the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same shall devolve on the Vice-President, and the Congress may

by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice-

President, declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the

Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.]**

7. The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall neither be increased

nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that

Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of them.

8. Before he enter the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation: “I do solemnly

swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best

of my Ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States.”
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§ Section 2.

POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT

1. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the

several States, when called into the actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the

principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective

Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offenses against the United States, except in

Cases of Impeachment. *Changed by the Twelfth Amendment. **Changed by the Twenty-fifth Amendment.

2. He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds

of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate,

shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other

Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be

established by Law; but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think

proper in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments. 

3. The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate by

granting Commissions, which shall expire at the End of their next Session.

§ Section 3.

DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENT

He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and recommend to their

Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene

both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment,

he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers;

he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States.

§ Section 4.

IMPEACHMENT AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE FOR CRIMES

The President, Vice-President, and all civil Officers of the United States, shall be removed from Office on

Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.

ARTICLE III.

THE JUDICIAL BRANCH

§ Section 1.

FEDERAL COURTS, TENURE OF OFFICE

The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the

Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall

hold their Offices during good Behavior, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services a Compensation,

which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office.

§ Section 2.

JURISDICTION OF FEDERAL COURTS

1. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of

the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their Authority; to all Cases affecting

Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls; to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction; to

Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party; to Controversies between two or more States;

[between a State and Citizens of another State;]* between Citizens of different States; between Citizens of the

same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States; [and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and

foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.]* *Changed by the Eleventh Amendment.
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2. In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a State shall be

Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme

Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such

Regulations as the Congress shall make.

3. The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the

State where said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall

be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have directed.

§ Section 3.

TREASON: CONVICTION OF AND PUNISHMENT FOR

1. Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying War against them, or in adhering to their

Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of

two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.

2. The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work

Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person attainted. 

*Changed by the Eleventh Amendment.

ARTICLE IV.

RELATIONS AMONG THE STATES

§ Section 1.

FULL FAITH AND CREDIT

Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every

other State; And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the manner in which such Acts, Records and

Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.

§ Section 2.

RIGHTS OF STATE CITIZENS; RIGHT OF EXTRADITION

1. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the several States.

2. A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found

in another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up,

to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.

3. [No person held to Service or Labor in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in

Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labor, but shall be

delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due.]*

§ Section 3.

ADMISSION OF NEW STATES

1. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected

within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or

parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress.

2. The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the

territory or other Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed

as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or of any particular State.
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§ Section 4.

REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENT GUARANTEED

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect

each of them against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature

cannot be convened) against domestic Violence.*Changed by the Thirteenth Amendment.

ARTICLE V.

AMENDMENT PROCEDURES

The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this

Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention

for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this

Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three-

fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no

Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner

affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent,

shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.

ARTICLE VI.

SUPREMACY OF THE CONSTITUTION AND FEDERAL LAWS

1. All debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid

against the United States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation. 

2. This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties

made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land;

and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the

Contrary notwithstanding.

3. The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and all

executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or

Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any

Office or public Trust under the United States.

ARTICLE VII.

RATIFICATION

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution

between the States so ratifying the Same. Done in Convention by the unanimous consent of the States present the

seventeenth day of September in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven and of the

Independence of the United States of America the Twelfth. In witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our

Names, George Washington; President and deputy from Virginia. This constitution was adopted on September 17,

1787, by the Constitutional Convention, and was declared ratified on July 2, 1788. Amendments to the Constitution

Since 1787, twenty-six amendments have been proposed by the Congress and ratified by the several states, pursuant

to Article Five of the original Constitution. The first ten Amendments are known as the Bill of Rights.

U.S. Constitution

43



AMENDMENTS

BILL OF RIGHTS

AMENDMENT I. 

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND EXPRESSION

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or

abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition

the Government for a redress of grievances. (Ratified December, 1791.)

AMENDMENT II. 

RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear

Arms, shall not be infringed. (Ratified December, 1791.)

AMENDMENT III.

QUARTERING OF SOLDIERS

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war,

but in a manner to be prescribed by law. (Ratified December, 1791.)

AMENDMENT IV.

SECURITY FROM UNREASONABLE SEARCHES AND SEIZURES

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and

seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation,

and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. (Ratified December, 1791.)

AMENDMENT V.

RIGHTS OF DUE PROCESS OF LAW

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or

indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual

service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in

jeopardy of life or limb, nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be

deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use

without just compensation. (Ratified December, 1791.)

AMENDMENT VI.

RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of

the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed; which district shall have been previously

ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the

witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance

of counsel for his defense. (Ratified December, 1791.)

AMENDMENT VII.

TRIAL BY JURY

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall

be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than

according to the rules of the common law. (Ratified December, 1791.)
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AMENDMENT VIII.

FAIR BAIL AND PUNISHMENTS

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

(Ratified December, 1791.)

AMENDMENT IX.

RIGHTS RETAINED BY THE PEOPLE

The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by

the people. (Ratified December, 1791.)

AMENDMENT X.

POWERS RESERVED TO STATES AND PEOPLE

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to

the States respectively, or to the people. (Ratified December, 1791.)

AMENDMENT XI.

LIMITATIONS ON FEDERAL COURTS

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or

prosecuted against one of the United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign

State. (Ratified February, 1795.)

AMENDMENT XII.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for President and Vice- President, one of whom, at

least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for

as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of all

persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each,

which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the United States, directed to

the President of the Senate; The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of

Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted; The person having the greatest number of

votes for President, shall be the President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and

if no person have such majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of

those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in

choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote; a quorum

for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states

shall be necessary to a choice. [And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of

choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall act as

President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disability of the President]* The person having the greatest

number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of

Electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall

choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a

majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of

President shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States. (Ratified June, 1804.)
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(CIVIL WAR PERIOD AMENDMENTS)

AMENDMENT XIII.

SLAVERY ABOLISHED

§ Section 1. 

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly

convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

§ Section 2. 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. (Ratified December, 1865.)*

Superseded by Section 3 of the Twentieth Amendment.

AMENDMENT XIV.

EQUAL PROTECTION OF LAW; CITIZENSHIP DEFINED, GUARANTEED

§ Section 1. 

All persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the

United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the

privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or

property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the

laws. 

§ Section 2. 

Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their respective numbers, counting the

whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for

the choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the

Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male

inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged,

except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the

proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years

of age in such State. 

§ Section 3. 

No person shall be a Senator or a Representative in Congress, or elector of President and Vice-President, or hold

any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a

member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an

executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in

insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a

vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability. 

§ Section 4. 

The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of

pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the

United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion

against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and

claims shall be held illegal and void.

§ Section 5. 

The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article. (Ratified July,

1868.)
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AMENDMENT XV.

EQUAL VOTING RIGHTS FOR ALL MALE CITIZENS

§ Section 1. 

The right of the citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any

State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.

§ Section 2. 

The Congress shall have power to enforce the provision of this article by appropriate legislation. (Ratified

February, 1870.)

(TWENTIETH CENTURY AMENDMENTS)

AMENDMENT XVI.

POWER TO TAX INCOMES

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived, without

apportionment among the several States, and without regard to any census or enumeration. (Ratified February,

1913.)

AMENDMENT XVII.

POPULAR ELECTION OF SENATORS

§ Section 1. 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, elected by the people thereof,

for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite

for electors of the most numerous branch of the State legislatures.

§ Section 2. 

When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the executive authority of such State shall

issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided, That the legislature of any State may empower the

Executive thereof to make temporary appointments until the people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature

may direct. This Amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or term of any Senator chosen

before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution. (Ratified April, 1913.)

AMENDMENT XVIII.

PROHIBITION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

§ Section 1. 

After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors

within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the

jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited.

§ Section 2. 

The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

§ Section 3. 

This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the

Legislatures of the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the

submission hereof to the States by the Congress.]* (Ratified January, 1919.) *Repealed by the Twenty-first
Amendment.
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AMENDMENT XIX.

FEMALE SUFFRAGE

§ Section 1. 

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any

State on account of sex. 

§ Section 2. 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. (Ratified August, 1920.)

AMENDMENT XX.

CHANGES IN TERMS OF PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS

§ Section 1. 

The terms of the President and Vice-President shall end at noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms of

Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3rd day of January, of the years in which such terms would have

ended if this article had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then begin.

§ Section 2. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3rd day of

January, unless they shall by law appoint a different day. 

§ Section 3. 

If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the President elect shall have died, the Vice-

President elect shall become President. If a President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the

beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then the Vice-President elect shall act as

President until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein neither

a President elect nor a Vice-President elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the

manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice

President shall have qualified. 

§ Section 4. 

The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the House of

Representatives may choose a President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the

case of the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice-President whenever the right of

choice shall have devolved upon them. 

§ Section 5. 

Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following the ratification of this article.

§ Section 6. 

This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the

legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven years from the date of its submission. (Ratified

January, 1933.)

AMENDMENT XXI.

REPEAL OF ALCOHOL PROHIBITION

§ Section 1. 

The Eighteenth Article of Amendment to the Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed.

§ Section 2. 

The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or possession of the United States for delivery or use

therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.
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§ Section 3. 

This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an Amendment to the Constitution by

conventions in the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the

submission hereof to the States by the Congress. (Ratified December, 1933.)

AMENDMENT XXII.

PRESIDENT LIMITED TO TWO TERMS

§ Section 1. 

No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than twice, and no person who has held the office of

President, or acted as President, for more than two years of a term to which some other person was elected

President shall be elected to the office of the President more than once. But this Article shall not apply to any

person holding the office of President when this Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any

person who may be holding the office of President, or acting as President, during the term within which this Article

becomes operative from holding the office of President or acting as President during the remainder of such term. 

§ Section 2. 

This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an Amendment to the Constitution by the

Legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven years from the date of its submission to the States

by the Congress. (Ratified February, 1951.)

AMENDMENT XXIII.

PRESIDENTIAL SUFFRAGE FOR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

§ Section 1. 

The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States shall appoint in such manner as the Congress

may direct: A number of electors of President and Vice-President equal to the whole number of Senators and

Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it were a State, but in no event more than the

least populous State; they shall be in addition to those appointed by the States, but they shall be considered, for the

purposes of the election of President and Vice-President, to be electors appointed by a State; and they shall meet in

the District and perform such duties as provided by the Twelfth Article of Amendment.

§ Section 2. 

The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. (Ratified March, 1961.)

AMENDMENT XXIV.

POLL TAX FORBIDDEN

§ Section 1. 

The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election for President or Vice-President,

for electors for President or Vice-President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or

abridged by the United States or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

§ Section 2. 

The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. (Ratified January, 1964.)

AMENDMENT XXV.

PROCEDURES FOR PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION

§ Section 1. 

In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or resignation, the Vice-President shall become

President.

U.S. Constitution
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§ Section 2. 

Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice-President, the President shall nominate a Vice-President who

shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.

§ Section 3. 

Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives his written declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, and until

he transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice-

President as Acting President. 

§ Section 4. 

Whenever the Vice-President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive departments or of such

other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker

of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and

duties of his office, the Vice-President shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting

President. Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of

the House of Representatives his written declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties

of his office unless the Vice-President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive department or

of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit within four days to the President pro tempore of the

Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable to

discharge the powers and duties of his office. There upon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-

eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter

written declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days after Congress is required to assemble,

determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his

office, the Vice-President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise, the President shall

resume the powers and duties of his office. (Ratified February, 1967.)

AMENDMENT XXVI.

VOTING AGE LOWERED TO EIGHTEEN

§ Section 1. 

The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or

abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age. 

§ Section 2. 

The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. (Ratified July, 1971.)

AMENDMENT XXVII.

COMPENSATION FOR SERVICES OF SENATORS & REPRESENTATIVES

No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives, shall take effect until an

election of Representatives shall have intervened. (Ratified May 7, 1992)
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The Mayflower 
Compact: 1620

IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. We, whose names are underwritten, the Loyal Subjects 
of our dread Sovereign Lord King James, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, etc. Having undertaken, for the Glory of God, and 
Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the Honour of our King and Country, a Voyage 
to plant the First Colony in the Northern Parts of Virginia, Do by these Presents, solemnly 
and mutually, in the Presence of God and one of another, Covenant and Combine ourselves 
together into a Civil Body Politic, for our better Ordering and Preservation, and Furtherance 
of the Ends aforesaid; And by Virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame, such just and 
equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions, and Offices, from time to time, as shall be 
thought most meet and convenient for the general Good of the Colony; unto which we prom-
ise all due Submission and Obedience. IN WITNESS whereof we have hereunder subscribed 
our names at Cape Cod, the eleventh of November, in the Reign of our Sovereign Lord King 
James, of England, France, and Ireland, the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno 
Domini; 1620.

John Carver 
William Bradford 
Edward Winslow 
William Brewster 
Isaac Allerton 
Miles Standish 
John Alden 
Samuel Fuller 
Christopher Martin 
William Mullins 
William White 
Richard Warren 
John Howland 
Stephen Hopkins 
 Edward Tilly 
John Tilly 
Francis Cooke
Thomas Rogers 
Thomas Tinker 
John Ridgdale 
Edward Fuller 
John Turner 
Francis Eaton 
James Chilton 
John Craxton 

John Billington 
Joses Fletcher 
John Goodman 
 Digery Priest 
Thomas Williams 
Gilbert Winslow 
Edmund Margeson 
Peter Brown 
Richard Bitteridge 
George Soule 
Richard Clark 
Richard Gardiner 
John Allerton 
Thomas English 
Edward Doten 
Edward Leister 
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1. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that 
there shall be yearly two General Assemblies 
or Courts, the one the second Thursday 
in April, the other the second Thursday 
in September following; the first shall be 
called the Court of Election, wherein shall 
be yearly chosen from time to time, so many 
Magistrates and other public Officers as 
shall be found requisite: Whereof one to 
be chosen Governor for the year ensuing 
and until another be chosen, and no other 
Magistrate to be chosen for more than one 
year: provided always there be six chosen 
besides the Governor, which being chosen and 
sworn according to an Oath recorded for that 
purpose, shall have the power to administer 
justice according to the Laws here established, 
and for want thereof, according to the Rule of 
the Word of God; which choice shall be made 
by all that are admitted freemen and have 
taken the Oath of Fidelity, and do cohabit 
within this Jurisdiction having been admitted 
Inhabitants by the major part of the Town 
wherein they live or the major part of such as 
shall be then present. 

2. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that 
the election of the aforesaid Magistrates shall 
be in this manner: every person present and 
qualified for choice shall bring in (to the 
person deputed to receive them) one single 
paper with the name of him written in it 
whom he desires to have Governor, and he 
that hath the greatest number of papers shall 
be Governor for that year. And the rest of the 
Magistrates or public officers to be chosen in 
this manner: the Secretary for the time being 
shall first read the names of all that are to be 
put to choice and then shall severally nominate 
them distinctly, and every one that would have 
the person nominated to be chosen shall bring 
in one single paper written upon, and he that 
would not have him chosen shall bring in a 
blank; and every one that hath more written 
papers than blanks shall be a Magistrate for 
that year; which papers shall be received and 
told by one or more that shall be then chosen 
by the court and sworn to be faithful therein; 
but in case there should not be six chosen 
as aforesaid, besides the Governor, out of 
those which are nominated, than he or they 

Fundamental Orders of Connecticut, 1639
PREAMBLE

For as much as it hath pleased Almighty God by the wise disposition of his divine providence 
so to order and dispose of things that we the Inhabitants and Residents of Windsor, Hartford 
and Wethersfield are now cohabiting and dwelling in and upon the River of Connectecotte 
and the lands thereunto adjoining; and well knowing where a people are gathered together 
the word of God requires that to maintain the peace and union of such a people there should 
be an orderly and decent Government established according to God, to order and dispose of 
the affairs of the people at all seasons as occasion shall require; do therefore associate and 
conjoin ourselves to be as one Public State or Commonwealth; and do for ourselves and our 
successors and such as shall be adjoined to us at any time hereafter, enter into Combination 
and Confederation together, to maintain and preserve the liberty and purity of the Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus which we now profess, as also, the discipline of the Churches, which 
according to the truth of the said Gospel is now practiced amongst us; as also in our civil 
affairs to be guided and governed according to such Laws, Rules, Orders and Decrees as shall 
be made, ordered, and decreed as followeth:



which have the most writen papers shall be a 
Magistrate or Magistrates for the ensuing year, 
to make up the aforesaid number.

3. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that 
the Secretary shall not nominate any person, 
nor shall any person be chosen newly into the 
Magistracy which was not propounded in some 
General Court before, to be nominated the next 
election; and to that end it shall be lawful for 
each of the Towns aforesaid by their deputies 
to nominate any two whom they conceive fit 
to be put to election; and the Court may add so 
many more as they judge requisite. 

4. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that 
no person be chosen Governor above once in 
two years, and that the Governor be always 
a member of some approved Congregation, 
and formerly of the Magistracy within this 
Jurisdiction; and that all the Magistrates, 
Freemen of this Commonwealth; and that no 
Magistrate or other public officer shall execute 
any part of his or their office before they are 
severally sworn, which shall be done in the 
face of the court if they be present, and in case 
of absence by some deputed for that purpose.

5. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that 
to the aforesaid Court of Election the several 
Towns shall send their deputies, and when the 
Elections are ended they may proceed in any 
public service as at other Courts. Also the other 
General Court in September shall be for making 
of laws, and any other public occasion, which 
concerns the good of the Commonwealth.

6. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, 
that the Governor shall, either by himself 
or by the Secretary, send out summons 
to the Constables of every Town for the 
calling of these two standing Courts one 
month at least before their several times: 
And also if the Governor and the greatest 
part of the Magistrates see cause upon any 
special occasion to call a General Court, 

they may give order to the Secretary so to do 
within fourteen days warning: And if urgent 
necessity so require, upon a shorter notice, 
giving sufficient grounds for it to the deputies 
when they meet, or else be questioned for the 
same; And if the Governor and major part 
of Magistrates shall either neglect or refuse 
to call the two General standing Courts or 
either of them, as also at other times when the 
occasions of the Commonwealth require, the 
Freemen thereof, or the major part of them, 
shall petition to them so to do; if then it be 
either denied or neglected, the said Freemen, 
or the major part of them, shall have the 
power to give order to the Constables of the 
several Towns to do the same, and so may 
meet together, and choose to themselves a 
Moderator, and may proceed to do any act of 
power which any other General Courts may.

7. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that 
after there are warrants given out for any of 
the said General Courts, the Constable or 
Constables of each Town, shall forthwith 
give notice distinctly to the inhabitants of 
the same, in some public assembly or by 
going or sending from house to house, that 
at a place and time by him or them limited 
and set, they meet and assemble themselves 
together to elect and choose certain deputies 
to be at the General Court then following 
to agitate the affairs of the Commonwealth; 
which said deputies shall be chosen by all 
that are admitted Inhabitants in the several 
Towns and have taken the oath of fidelity; 
provided that none be chosen a Deputy for 
any General Court which is not a Freeman of 
this Commonwealth. The aforesaid deputies 
shall be chosen in manner following: every 
person that is present and qualified as before 
expressed, shall bring the names of such, 
written in several papers, as they desire to 
have chosen for that employment, and these 
three or four, more or less, being the number 
agreed on to be chosen for that time, that have 
the greatest number of papers written for them 
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shall be deputies for that Court; whose names 
shall be endorsed on the back side of the 
warrant and returned into the Court, with the 
Constable or Constables’ hand unto the same.

8. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that 
Windsor, Hartford, and Wethersfield shall 
have power, each Town, to send four of their 
Freemen as their deputies to every General 
Court; and Whatsoever other Town shall be 
hereafter added to this Jurisdiction, they shall 
send so many deputies as the Court shall 
judge meet, a reasonable proportion to the 
number of Freemen that are in the said Towns 
being to be attended therein; which deputies 
shall have the power of the whole Town to 
give their votes and allowance to all such laws 
and orders as may be for the public good, and 
unto which the said Towns are to be bound.

9. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that 
the deputies thus chosen shall have power and 
liberty to appoint a time and a place of meeting 
together before any General Court, to advise 
and consult of all such things as may concern 
the good of the public, as also to examine their 
own Elections, whether according to the order, 
and if they or the greatest part of them find any 
election to be illegal they may seclude such for 
present from their meeting, and return the same 
and their reasons to the Court; and if it be proved 
true, the Court may fine the party or parties 
so intruding, and the Town, if they see cause, 
and give out a warrant to go to a new election 
in a legal way, either in part or in whole. Also 
the said deputies shall have power to fine any 
that shall be disorderly at their meetings, or for 
not coming in due time or place according to 
appointment; and they may return the said fines 
into the Court if it be refused to be paid, and the 
Treasurer to take notice of it, and to escheat or 
levy the same as he does other fines.

10. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that 
every General Court, except such as through 
neglect of the Governor and the greatest part 

of the Magistrates the Freemen themselves do 
call, shall consist of the Governor, or some one 
chosen to moderate the Court, and four other 
Magistrates at least, with the major part of the 
deputies of the several Towns legally chosen; 
and in case the Freemen, or major part of them, 
through neglect or refusal of the Governor 
and major part of the Magistrates, shall call 
a Court, it shall consist of the major part of 
Freemen that are present or their deputies, with 
a Moderator chosen by them: In which said 
General Courts shall consist the supreme power 
of the Commonwealth, and they only shall have 
power to make laws or repeal them, to grant 
levies, to admit of Freemen, dispose of lands 
undisposed of, to several Towns or persons, 
and also shall have power to call either Court 
or Magistrate or any other person whatsoever 
into question for any misdemeanor, and may for 
just causes displace or deal otherwise according 
to the nature of the offense; and also may deal 
in any other matter that concerns the good of 
this Commonwealth, except the election of 
Magistrates, which shall be done by the whole 
body of Freemen. In which Court the Governor 
or Moderator shall have power to order the 
Court, to give liberty of speech, and silence 
unseasonable and disorderly speakings, to put 
all things to vote, and in case the vote be equal 
to have the casting voice. But none of these 
Courts shall be adjourned or dissolved without 
the consent of the major part of the Court.

11. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that 
when any General Court upon the occasions 
of the Commonwealth have agreed upon any 
sum, or sums of money to be levied upon the 
several Towns within this Jurisdiction, that a 
committee be chosen to set out and appoint 
what shall be the proportion of every Town to 
pay of the said levy, provided the committee be 
made up of an equal number out of each Town.

14th January, 1638, the 11 Orders above said 
are voted.
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The Monroe Doctrine 
(December 2nd, 1823)

Note: Gray areas represent the four basic points of the Monroe Doctrine

(President James Monroe’s seventh annual message to Congress put “European Powers” 
on notice that American continents were off limits to European colonization, and that any 
attempts to intefere with American lands would be considered the “manifestation of an 
unfriendly disposition toward the United States.”)

. . . At the proposal of the Russian Imperial Government, made through the minister of the 
Emperor residing here, a full power and instructions have been transmitted to the minister of 
the United States at St. Petersburg to arrange by amicable negotiation the respective rights and 
interests of the two nations on the northwest coast of this continent. A similar proposal has 
been made by His Imperial Majesty to the Government of Great Britain, which has likewise 
been acceded to. The Government of the United States has been desirous by this friendly pro-
ceeding of manifesting the great value which they have invariably attached to the friendship 
of the Emperor and their solicitude to cultivate the best understanding with his Government. 
In the discussions to which this interest has given rise and in the arrangements by which they 
may terminate the occasion has been judged proper for asserting, as a principle in which the 
rights and interests of the United States are involved, that the American continents, by the free 
and independent condition which they have assumed and maintain, are henceforth not to be 
considered as subjects for future colonization by any European powers. . .

It was stated at the commencement of the last session that a great effort was then making 
in Spain and Portugal to improve the condition of the people of those countries, and that it 
appeared to be conducted with extraordinary moderation. It need scarcely be remarked that the 
results have been so far very different from what was then anticipated. Of events in that quar-
ter of the globe, with which we have so much intercourse and from which we derive our ori-
gin, we have always been anxious and interested spectators. The citizens of the United States 
cherish sentiments the most friendly in favor of the liberty and happiness of their fellow-men 
on that side of the Atlantic. In the wars of the European powers in matters relating to them-
selves we have never taken any part, nor does it comport with our policy to do so. It is only 
when our rights are invaded or seriously menaced that we resent injuries or make preparation 
for our defense. With the movements in this hemisphere we are of necessity more immedi-
ately connected, and by causes which must be obvious to all enlightened and impartial observ-
ers. The political system of the allied powers is essentially different in this respect from that 
of America. This difference proceeds from that which exists in their respective Governments; 
and to the defense of our own, which has been achieved by the loss of so much blood and 
treasure, and matured by the wisdom of their most enlightened citizens, and under which 
we have enjoyed unexampled felicity, this whole nation is devoted. We owe it, therefore, to 
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candor and to the amicable relations existing between the United States and those powers to 
declare that we should consider any attempt on their part to extend their system to any portion 
of this hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety. With the existing colonies or depen-
dencies of any European power we have not interfered and shall not interfere. But with the 
Governments who have declared their independence and maintain it, and whose independence 
we have, on great consideration and on just principles, acknowledged, we could not view any 
interposition for the purpose of oppressing them, or controlling in any other manner their des-
tiny, by any European power in any other light than as the manifestation of an unfriendly dis-
position toward the United States. In the war between those new Governments and Spain we 
declared our neutrality at the time of their recognition, and to this we have adhered, and shall 
continue to adhere, provided no change shall occur which, in the judgement of the competent 
authorities of this Government, shall make a corresponding change on the part of the United 
States indispensable to their security.

The late events in Spain and Portugal shew that Europe is still unsettled. Of this important 
fact no stronger proof can be adduced than that the allied powers should have thought it prop-
er, on any principle satisfactory tothemselves, to have interposed by force in the internal con-
cerns of Spain. To what extent such interposition may be carried, on the same principle,is a 
question in which all independent powers whose governments differ from theirs are interested, 
even those most remote, and surely none of them more so than the United States. Our policy 
in regard to Europe, which was adopted at an early stage of the wars which have so long agi-
tated that quarter of the globe, nevertheless remains the same, which is, not to interfere in the 
internal concerns of any of its powers; to consider the government de facto as the legitimate 
government for us; to cultivate friendly relations with it, and to preserve those relations by a 
frank, firm, and manly policy, meeting in all instances the just claims of every power, submit-
ting to injuries from none. But in regard to those continents circumstances are eminently and 
conspicuously different. It is impossible that the allied powers should extend their political 
system to any portion of either continent without endangering our peace and happiness; nor 
can anyone believe that our southern brethren, if left to themselves, would adopt it of their 
own accord. It is equally impossible, therefore, that we should behold such interposition in 
any form with indifference. If we look to the comparative strength and resources of Spain and 
those new Governments, and their distance from each other, it must be obvious that she can 
never subdue them. It is still the true policy of the United States to leave the parties to them-
selves, in hope that other powers will pursue the same course. . .
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The People, Places and 
Principles of America



Preambles of State Constitutions
(Excerpts)

Alabama 1901, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Alabama,...invoking the favor and 
guidance of Almighty God, do ordain and establish the following Constitution....

Alaska 1956, Preamble. We, the people of Alaska, grateful to God and to those who founded 
our nation and pioneered this great land...do ordain and establish the Constitution.

Arizona 1911, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Arizona, grateful to Almighty God for 
our liberties, do ordain this Constitution.

Arkansas 1874, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Arkansas, grateful to Almighty God 
for the privilege of choosing our own form of government...establish this Constitution.

California 1879, Preamble. We, the People of the State of California, grateful to Almighty 
God for our freedom...do establish this Constitution.

Colorado 1876, Preamble. We, the people of Colorado, with profound reverence for the 
Supreme Ruler of Universe...do ordain and establish this Constitution....

Connecticut 1818, Preamble. The People of Connecticut, acknowledging with gratitude the 
good Providence of God in permitting them to enjoy a free government...ordain and establish 
the following Constitution.

Delaware 1897, Preamble. Through Divine Goodness, all men have by nature the rights of 
worshipping and serving their Creator according to the dictates of their consciences...all just 
authority...is derived from the people....

Florida 1845, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Florida, being grateful to Almighty 
God for our constitutional liberty,...do ordain and establish this Constitution.

Georgia 1777, Preamble. ...We, the people of Georgia, relying upon protection and guidance 
of Almighty God, do ordain and establish this Constitution.

Hawaii 1959, Preamble. We, the people of Hawaii, Grateful for Divine Guidance,...do hereby 
ordain and establish this Constitution....

Idaho 1889, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Idaho, grateful to Almighty God for our 
freedom, to secure its blessings,...do establish this Constitution.

Illinois 1870, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Illinois, grateful to Almighty God for 
the civil, political and religious liberty which He has permitted us to enjoy, and seeking His 
blessing on our endeavors...do ordain and establish this Constitution.
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Indiana 1851, Preamble. ...We, the People of the State of Indiana, grateful to Almighty God 
for the free exercise of the right to chose our form of government, do ordain this Constitution.

Iowa 1857, Preamble. We, the People of the State of Iowa, grateful to the Supreme Being for 
the blessings hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our dependence on Him for a continuation of these 
blessings, do ordain and establish....

Kansas 1859, Preamble. We, the people of Kansas, grateful to Almighty God for our civil and 
religious privileges ... establish this Constitution.

Kentucky 1891, Preamble. We, the people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, grateful to 
Almighty God for the civil, political and religious liberties...establish this Constitution.

Louisiana 1921, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Louisiana, grateful to Almighty 
God for the civil, political and religious liberties we enjoy....

Maine 1820, Preamble. We, the People of Maine...acknowledging with grateful hearts 
the goodness of the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe in affording us an opportunity...and 
imploring God’s aid and direction....

Maryland 1776, Preamble. We, the people of the state of Maryland, grateful to Almighty God 
or our civil and religious liberty....

Massachusetts 1780, Preamble. ...We...the people of Massachusetts, acknowledging with 
grateful hearts, the goodness of the Great Legislator of the Universe... in the course of His 
Providence...do...ordain and establish....

Michigan 1908, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Michigan, grateful to Almighty God 
for the blessings of freedom...establish this Constitution.

Minnesota, 1857, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Minnesota, grateful to God for our 
civil and religious liberty, and desiring to perpetuate its blessings....

Mississippi 1890, Preamble. We, the people of Mississippi in convention assembled, grateful 
to Almighty God, and invoking His blessing on our work....

Missouri 1845, Preamble. We, the people of Missouri, with profound reverence for the 
Supreme Ruler of the Universe, and grateful for His goodness...establish this Constitution.

Montana 1889, Preamble. We, the people of Montana, grateful to God for...the blessings of 
liberty...establish this Constitution.

Nebraska 1875, Preamble. We, the people, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom...do 
establish...this Constitution.
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Nevada 1864, Preamble. We the people of the State of Nevada, grateful to Almighty God for 
our freedom...do establish this Constitution.

New Hampshire 1792, Part I. Art. I. Sec. V. Every individual has a natural and unalienable 
right to worship God according to the dictates of his own conscience....

New Jersey 1844, Preamble. We, the people of the State of New Jersey, grateful to Almighty 
God for civil and religious liberty which He hath so long permitted us to enjoy, and looking to 
Him for a blessing on our endeavors....

New Mexico 1911, Preamble. We, the People of New Mexico, grateful to Almighty God for 
the blessings of liberty...do ordain and establish this Constitution.

New York 1846, Preamble. We, the people of the State of New York, grateful to Almighty 
God for our freedom,...do establish this Constitution.

North Carolina 1868, Preamble. We, the people of the State of North Carolina, grateful to 
Almighty God, the Sovereign Ruler of Nations, for our civil, political, and religious liberties, 
and acknowledging our dependence upon Him for the continuance of those blessings...
establish this Constitution.

North Dakota 1889, Preamble. We, the people of North Dakota, grateful to Almighty God for 
the blessings of civil and religious liberty, do ordain and establish this Constitution.

Ohio 1852, Preamble. We, the people of the state of Ohio, grateful to Almighty God for 
our freedom, to secure its blessings and to promote our common welfare, do establish this 
Constitution.

Oklahoma 1907, Preamble. Invoking the guidance of Almighty God, in order to secure and 
perpetuate the blessings of liberty...establish this Constitution.

Oregon 1857, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Oregon, to the end that justice be 
established...and liberty perpetuated, ordain this Constitution. Bill of Rights, Article I. Section 
2. All men shall be secure in the Natural right, to worship Almighty God according to the 
dictates of their consciences....

Pennsylvania 1776, Preamble. We, the people of...Pennsylvania, grateful to Almighty God for 
the blessings of civil and religious liberty, and humbly invoking His guidance...establish this 
Constitution.

Rhode Island 1842, Preamble. We, the People of the State of Rhode Island, grateful to 
Almighty God for the civil and religious liberty which He hath so long permitted us to enjoy, 
and looking to Him for a blessing...establish this Constitution....
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South Carolina 1778, Preamble. We, the people of the State of South Carolina,...grateful to 
God for our liberties, do ordain and establish this Constitution....

South Dakota 1889, Preamble. We, the people of South Dakota, grateful to Almighty God for 
our civil and religious liberties...establish this Constitution....

Tennessee 1796, Preamble...We,...the people...of the State of Tennessee, have ordained and 
established the following Constitution....
Art. XI.III. That all men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty God 
according to the dictates of their consciences....

Texas 1845, Preamble. Humbly invoking the blessings of Almighty God, the people of the 
State of Texas, do ordain and establish this Constitution.

Utah 1896, Preamble. Grateful to Almighty God for life and liberty, we, the people of Utah,...
do ordain and establish this Constitution.

Vermont 1777, Preamble. Whereas all government ought to ... enable the individuals who 
compose it to enjoy their natural rights, and other blessings which the Author of Existence has 
bestowed on man....

Virginia 1776, (Preamble removed in 1793) Bill of Rights, XVI ... Religion, or the Duty 
which we owe our Creator ... can be directed only by Reason...and that it is the mutual duty of 
all to practice Christian Forbearance, Love and Charity toward each other....

Washington 1889, Preamble. We, the People of the State of Washington, grateful to the 
Supreme Ruler of the Universe for our liberties, do ordain this Constitution.

West Virginia 1872, Preamble. Since through Divine Providence we enjoy the blessings of 
civil, political and religious liberty, we, the people of West Virginia .. reaffirm our faith in 
and constant reliance upon God...promote, preserve and perpetuate good government...for the 
common welfare, freedom and security....

Wisconsin 1848, Preamble. We, the people of Wisconsin, grateful to Almighty God for our 
freedom, in order to secure its blessings...do establish this Constitution.

Wyoming 1890, Preamble. We, the people of the State of Wyoming, grateful to God for our 
civil, political, and religious liberties...establish this Constitution.
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