Natural Science Mysteries:
Nate, use your description for natural science mysteries. RJ 10-4-‘17
Designed as an eighth-grade course, these texts cover Earth and life sciences, plus studies on the Periodic Table of the Elements and the solar system. Each scientific concept is enhanced by adventure vignettes in which young people help solve community mysteries by applying the scientific method of discovery and character traits of integrity, honesty, commitment, diligence, and kindness. Students learn how virtues and personal responsibility upgrade moral character. The narrative, high-interest approach of this series engages students so they progress through comprehensive scientific material with clarity and engagement. Students are exposed to scientific evidence which explores traditional and contemporary theories about the origin of life and the formation of our planet and universe. Texts allow the student to evaluate theories from a scientific and rational perspective. Companion Activities “walk the student” through the text in chronological order. Selected questions in Activities also serve as preparation for state academic assessment exams. Activities are applicable in homes, classrooms, or in individualized learning centers in which students progress through the course with interest, understanding, and content mastery.
AS A READING ENHANCEMENT TEXT
Editors have prepared Natural Science Mysteries Texts and Activities to accommodate high school students who struggled through science courses in another publisher’s text or who need elective credit in Reading Enhancement. (This is possible because of the manner in which the activity questions are structured.) Students may complete the five chapters of texts and companion activity books, section quizzes and chapter tests of NSM to learn essential science content and/or to earn one high school Reading Enhancement transcript credit.

Basic Science Mysteries:
Basic Science Mysteries is designed as a seventh-grade science course.  Five soft-cover texts cover Earth and life sciences, plus studies on the Periodic Table of the Elements and the solar system. Each scientific concept is enhanced by adventure vignettes in which young people help solve community mysteries by applying the scientific method of discovery and positive character traits, such as integrity, honesty, commitment, diligence, and kindness. Five companion activity books are designed to “walk” students through the five Basic Science Mysteries texts in chronological order, enabling students to complete academics with clarity and understanding. A unique feature of all Paradigm courses are inclusion of virtues designed to influence character and development of personal responsibility. The narrative, high-interest, approach of Basic Science Mysteries engages students so they progress through comprehensive scientific material with captivating engagement. Students are exposed to scientific evidence which explores traditional and contemporary theories about the origin of life and the formation of our planet and universe. Texts and activities combine to allow students to evaluate scientific theories rationally. Selected questions in each Activity also serve as preparation for state academic assessment exams. This course is applicable in regular classrooms or in individualized learning programs in which students progress through the course as rapidly as desired or as slowly as needed.
AS A READING ENHANCEMENT TEXT
Basic Science Mysteries texts and Activities also accommodate high school students who struggled through science courses in another publisher’s text or who need help or elective transcript credit in Reading Enhancement. This is possible because of the manner in which the activity questions are structured. Students may complete the five chapters of texts and companion activity books, 15 section quizzes and five chapter tests of BSM, either to learn essential science content or to earn one high school Reading Enhancement transcript credit.
Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC)
Integrated Physics and Chemistry is written by internationally respected scientist/author, John Hudson Tiner, who applies the vignette approach, which effectively draws readers into the text and holds attention. The author and editors have deliberately avoided complex mathematical equations in order to entice students into high school level science. This course introduces students to the people, places and principles of conceptual physics and basic chemistry without focus on complicated mathematical equations, which often discourage students.  IPC focuses on research by the people who contributed to development of the Periodic Table of the Elements. Students learn to read and apply the Periodic Table, while gaining insight into basic chemistry and physics. This is one of our most popular courses among high school students, especially those who aspire to matriculate to college, but are challenged by science courses based on complex mathematical and technical skills. IPC is also an excellent course for pre-high school students who aspire to take conventional chemistry and physics courses permeated with mathematical equations.
Integrated Physics and Chemistry is packaged in soft-cover booklets, containing a total of 180 lessons in 12 chapters of text with 12 companion student activity books. IPC is designed as a two-year course for the average student.  Completion of 180 activities, 24 quizzes, and/or 12 chapter tests earns two high school transcript credits. However, proctors/teachers may assign chapters 2,4,6,9,10, and 12 as Conceptual Physics, to earn one high school transcript credit, and assign chapters 1,3,5,7,8, and 11 as Basic Chemistry, to earn one high school transcript credit.

Principles, Theories, and Precepts of Biology:
In The Principles, Theories, and Precepts of Biology, the publisher takes a bold approach by challenging popular theories through use of the scientific method, application of DNA, and recent research to point out strengths and weaknesses of scientific theories. Like all PAC courses, Biology may be completed in a classroom under guidance of a teacher, or through guided independent study with minimum student dependence on the teacher/proctor. The design of Biology texts and activities enables students to learn the material with or without oversight by an experienced science teacher. Lab projects are not required, but may easily be conducted as directed by the teacher/proctor. Laboratory experiments (actual or observations) may be added as needed to earn transcript credit. The Principles, Theories, and Precepts of Biology is laced with QR-Codes which can be scanned with a smartphone or tablet to access videos to further explain a topic or show an experiment. The videos are optional and students are not required to watch the videos to complete activities, quizzes, or tests. 
The Principles, Theories, and Precepts of Biology is packaged in six soft-cover texts and six companion student activity books. This Biology course is designed to satisfy most state requirements for one high school transcript credit. Students who complete the 90 lessons, 18 quizzes, and/or six chapter tests will have a strong foundation for college studies in science and theories about the origin of life.
NOTE: You can add our two chapters on Human Anatomy & Physiology to enable students to expand their Biology studies and/or select six of eight particular chapters needed to satisfy academic components stipulated by state standards for one transcript credit in Biology.
  

PRECEPTS OF ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY
This two-part unit study of anatomy and physiology introduces high school students to the wonders of the complex design of the human body. Thirty lessons discretely help students to understand the structure, function and interaction of body systems, organs, glands and hormones, as well as hazards to, and diseases of, various organs and systems. Content causes students to question whether life just happens, or whether it is the result of complex design and development. The course contains six quizzes and two chapter tests, plus answers.
One of the objectives of this unit study is to equip teenagers with knowledge and principles to make positive life choices that will enhance health and happiness. Thus, students learn how life choices, diet, exercise, and even thoughts, affect physical and emotional health.
The three final lessons of part two of Precepts of Anatomy and Physiology deal with male and female reproductive systems, discreetly worded and illustrated by line drawings. The student will learn that life begins at conception, and progresses through intricate and miraculous development of a baby from fertilization to birth.  Students will marvel at the maturation process of bones, organs, tissues, muscles and joints that compose the wonders of the human body. Lessons are also applicable as supplemental material for sex education or abstinence studies. Precepts of Anatomy and Physiology is a popular course for students who want to know how they developed as humans, and how they are designed to reproduce life as males and females.  This unit study is very popular with students who are considering medical careers and/or parenting. 
Precepts of Anatomy and Physiology is packaged in two chapters of soft-cover text and two companion activity books. It can serve as a stand-alone unit study worth ½ high school transcript credit in anatomy, or may incorporate chapters 2 and 3 from the Principles, Theories and Precepts of Biology course to create one high school transcript credit in Anatomy and Physiology (providing those chapters have not been counted for biology credit). Refer to local or state policies for assigning transcript credit for high school science courses.

English Communication Skills:
In English Communication Skills students learn how to construct sentences, paragraphs, essays, letters, and other forms of communication.  Each lesson includes a vignette of a positive role model to illustrate how values, beliefs, and character affect communication skills and life choices.  QR-codes, charts, photos, and illustrations are strategically placed to enhance comprehension.  Every lesson includes a life principle selected to appeal to conscience to enable students to make wise choices. Selected vocabulary words are bolded and defined to help enrich the students’ understanding of the English language  If English Communication Skills is completed as a high school course, it is worth one transcript credit. The course is excellent for high school students or adults with academic gaps or a limited understanding of the English language.  Proctors/teachers can assign students to complete the chapter tests of English Communication Skills, English Grammar Skills, and English I: Language Skills to identify English learning gaps that need to be filled before a student graduates.  High school students may earn one transcript credit by completing at least six chapters of “gaps” composed of various Paradigm English chapters.   

English Communication Skills is a comprehensive course designed for application in grade 7, but is applicable for grades 7 through 12 to address academic gaps in the English.  The course consists of five chapters bound in soft-cover texts with five companion student activity books that “walk” students chronologically through components of the English language.  Seventy-five lessons,15 quizzes, and five chapter tests cover the basics components of oral and written communication in the English language.
English Grammar Skills
English Grammar Skills is designed to equip students with a strong understanding of the eight parts of speech, grammar, and writing skills. The five chapters of soft-cover text are supplemented with five corresponding activity books that guide students chronologically through 75 lessons. Fifteen quizzes and five chapter tests provide comprehensive assessment of content mastery. Even though English Grammar Skills is designed for grade eight, the combination of texts, activity books, and assessment are worth one high school transcript credit and applicable in regular classrooms or guided, individualized learning programs.  It is an excellent course for helping students overcome learning gaps in basic components of the English language. This course is an excellent “brush up” or “recovery” course for under-performing high school students or adults who are weak in English grammar skills.
Students are introduced to character-building life principles and vignettes of persons who role model positive life styles. Each lesson and the corresponding activity questions are based on a vignette in a clever approach that ties English grammar skills to real-life situations. Every grammar rule or part of speech is illustrated twice with sentences drawn from the vignette. This technique connects students to the study of English in a practical and engaging manner. Students experience the highly effective individualized learning approach that enhances content mastery.
Each lesson is introduced with a theme art illustration that draws the student emotionally into the text. Major features of all Paradigm English courses are vignette, graphics, vocabulary, and life principles, carefully designed to engage students to aspire towards academic mastery, noble character, and positive life purpose. 
English I: Language Skills:
English I: Language Skills builds on skills learned in English Grammar Skills by reviewing the eight parts of speech and their application. English 1 requires students to read and evaluate literature, carefully selected to expose students to noble ideals and writing techniques that equip students to craft strong sentences and paragraphs, while becoming effective wordsmiths skilled in expressing high ideals and beliefs through poems, letters, essays, narratives, editorials, articles, speeches, allegories, and research papers. Students gain experience writing pieces that inform, entertain, persuade, and challenge. Students learn to address literary concepts such as cause and effect, logic, premises, comparison, and contrasts.
English I: Language Skills is designed to prepare ninth grade students/high school freshmen for post-high school studies and careers which require strong communication skills. English I: Language Skills is packaged in five soft-cover chapters of text, with five companion student activity books. A teacher’s resource kit (TRK) contains 15 section quizzes and five chapter tests to measure student progress.   Paradigm high school English is available in a seamless program that begins with English I and continues through English IV. Every grade level (I through IV) focuses on interpretation and development of writing styles, character, and wisdom. English I is designed to earn one high school transcript credit.
A major feature of all Paradigm English courses is the vignette approach, carefully designed to engage students to aspire towards noble character and positive life purpose. During the learning process, students enhance vocabulary, build moral character, and gain insight on how to make and communicate wise life choices.


English II: Composition Skills:
English II: Composition Skills is designed for tenth grade students. The course consists of five soft-cover chapters with five companion student activity books.  Fifteen section quizzes and five chapter tests measure content mastery. English II is part of a continuous high school English curricula designed to prepare students for post-high school studies and careers which require strong composition skills. This second of a four-level English series applies the most effective techniques involving imagery association and left-right brain engagement. Paradigm high school English courses are available in a seamless program that begins with English I and continues through English IV. Every grade level (I through IV) focuses on interpretation and development of writing styles. English II: Composition Skills builds on skills learned in English I: Language Skills (ENG I, ninth grade*) by continuing to hone writing skills. Students read, write, and evaluate various genres carefully selected to expose students to noble ideals and writing techniques that equip students to craft strong sentences and paragraphs, while becoming effective wordsmiths skilled in producing poems, letters, essays, narratives, editorials, articles, speeches, allegories, and research papers. Students gain experience writing pieces that inform, entertain, persuade and challenge. Students learn to address literary concepts such as cause and effect, logic, premises, comparison, and contrasts.
During the learning process, students enhance vocabulary, build moral character, and gain insight on how to make wise life choices. Students who complete at least two PAC English courses are usually equipped to skip college freshman English courses.  English Composition Skills is designed to earn one high school transcript credit. 

English III: Writing Skills:
English III: Writing Skills is part of a continuous high school English curricula designed to prepare eleventh grade students for post-high school studies and careers which require strong reading and writing skills. This third of a four-level series builds strong writing skills needed for college and careers. Paradigm high school English is available in a seamless program that begins with English I and continues through English IV. Every grade level (I through IV) focuses on interpretation and development of writing styles.
English III: Writing Skills builds on skills learned in English II: Composition Skills (ENG II, tenth grade*) by continuing to hone writing skills. Students read, write and evaluate various genres carefully assigned to expose students to noble ideals and writing techniques that equip students to craft strong sentences and paragraphs, while becoming effective wordsmiths skilled in producing poems, letters, essays, narratives, editorials, articles, speeches, allegories, and research papers. Students gain experience writing pieces that inform, entertain, persuade and challenge. Students learn to address literary concepts such as cause and effect, logic, premises, comparison, and contrasts.  English III: Writing Skills guides students through development and production of a research paper: draft, outline, bibliography, references, transitions, and more.
During the learning process, students enhance vocabulary, build moral character, and gain insight on how to make wise life choices. Students who complete at least two PAC English courses are usually equipped to skip college freshman English courses.  English III: Writing Skills is designed to earn one high school transcript credit.
*ENG I and ENG II can be used to recover students who are not ready for ENG III writing assignments. 

English IV: Literature and Philosophy:
English IV: Literature and Philosophy consists of four soft-cover chapters with four companion student activity books packaged as part of a continuous high school English curricula designed to prepare students for post-high school studies and careers which require critical interpretive skills in language, reading, and writing.  Section quizzes and four chapter tests measure student competency.  This course also serves as an introduction to philosophy, because it consists of selections that equip students with perspectives on theology, economics, social activists, and historical thinkers who encouraged freedom and virtue, and authors who express philosophies which inhibit freedom and virtue.
This course provides a study of the major world authors who were “firsts” in their fields of philosophy, reform, politics, science, religion, drama, poetry, novels, short stories, essays, biographies, and autobiographies. This study takes a historical approach to literature, touching on ancient writings and progressing through the Dark Ages, the Medieval Era, and into Modern times. English IV: Literature and Philosophy also addresses cultural traditions of oral recitation, myth, fable, legend, parable, and folklore. The student will learn to recognize literary characteristics such as theme, tone, and voice, as well as techniques to enhance interest, including anaphora, refrain, and many more components of literature. This is an excellent Advanced Placement (AP) resource!
The accompanying activities will stretch a student’s writing and critical thinking skills, and require memorization using the Benjamin Franklin approach to learning. Activities will propel the student toward achieving literary and critical excellence and will enable the student to interpret important literary themes. As with all Paradigm courses, teachers/proctors may purchase all four chapters or may purchase only those chapters which are preferred. Teachers may exercise personal preference for constructing a course by selecting specific chapters from those available in English I through IV.
During the learning process, students enhance vocabulary, build moral character, and gain insight on how to make wise life choices. Students who complete at least two PAC English courses are usually equipped to skip college freshman English courses. This is a strong course, especially recommended for AP and/or college-bound seniors.  English IV is designed for one high school transcript credit under English or Philosophy.

Histography: A Survey of the 50 United States:
Students who complete Histography will learn to identify state borders, rivers, mountains, highways, and railroads. Readers also learn about each state’s original inhabitants, founders, and prominent men and women.  Features include capitals, major cities, industry, sports, religions, tourist attractions, agriculture, and ranching.  Each lesson emphasizes a famous role model vignette.   Maps, charts, and graphics enhance comprehension and understanding.  Positive life principles embellish each lesson. The conversational style engages and captivates readers. Students who complete the course will never be embarrassed by questions about the origin, location, expansion, and development of the 50 United States. Activity questions and quizzes are designed to prepare students for competency exams.  New arrivals in the United States can gain an immediate and thorough understanding of composition and scope of the United States. This course will likely be among students’ favorites! 
Histography: A Survey of the 50 United States is designed for grade seven social studies.  However, it is an appropriate elective for one transcript credit in social science and/or reading comprehension and vocabulary development for any grade level between levels seven and nine. Five soft-cover texts and five companion student activity books consist of 50 lessons, 20 section quizzes, and five chapter tests.

People, Places, and Principles of America:
The People, Places, and Principles of America is a comprehensive study of American history from pre-Columbus through the election of 2012. Content of each chapter is based on the 15 major components of culture: families, agriculture, media, military, government, religion, education, discoveries, industry, communication, leaders, light/energy, art, music, sports, and transportation. Each lesson incorporates a narrative carefully designed to engage the students emotionally and academically. Theme art, time lines, maps, and charts illustrate each lesson to “pull the student’s mind” into the text and clarify content. This course has been called “real history” because it ties the fifteen major cultural components to real people, places and principles which distinguish America. It is not revisionist history. 
People Places, and Principles of America I (chapters 1-6) is appropriate for one transcript credit, and People, Places, and Principles of America II (Chapters 7-12) is designed for one transcript credit. Completion of All 12 chapters earns two transcript credits. The vocabulary level is applicable for students from eighth through twelfth grade. The content is designed to raise students’ aspirations for noble and honorable lifestyles of the American Dream. Essential academic elements are aligned with standards normally expected for grades eight through high school, either for essential elements or for state exit exams. 
Some states require graduating students to know about the Founding Fathers and important national documents; this course covers these topics in chapters 3-6. *(Teachers who omit some sections in order to accommodate state or local school circumstances will need to avoid assigning applicable portions of chapter quizzes and tests.) This is a very popular course, especially for students whose previous enrollment in other schools created factual voids in American history. *America’s Founding Fathers, Events and Documents is a stand-alone unit study of 15 pertinent topics extrapolated from chapters. 1-6 of the People, Places and Principles of America, and is suitable as an adjunct to other history, government, or civics courses.



America’s Founding Fathers, Events, and Documents:
America’s Founding Fathers, Events, and Documents features the components leading to establishment of The United States of America. The unit study consists of one soft-cover text, fifteen lessons, activity questions, three quizzes, and a unit exam. Documents include such items as The Mayflower Compact, Declaration of Independence, U.S. Constitution, Patrick Henry’s speech, The Star-Spangled Banner, National Motto, flag etiquette and much more. This unit is designed as a mini-study for literature, history, civics, or government courses in high school or college, and for immigrants in preparation for exams for naturalization/citizenship.  People, Places, and Principles of America paired with Histography and Pillars of Culture: 50 People Who Made America Great compose an excellent Advance Placement (AP) Resource!  America’s Founding Fathers, Events, and Documents is included in the Paradigm U.S. Government course (projected for release in 2018.).
World Geography
World Geography is a study of the six basic geographic regions of the world: chapter one, North America; chapter two, South America; chapter three, Europe; chapter four, Africa; chapter five, Asia; and chapter six, Oceania. Whereas most geography courses focus on maps, each of the six chapters of World Geography covers 15 topics: borders, terrain, water, climate, vegetation and wildlife, famous sites and events, ethnicity, languages, religions, transportation, government, diplomacy, economics, natural resources, and industry, including exports. Maps, charts, and graphics enhance understanding and appreciation of the distinctives of each region. Students learn about such wildlife as polar bears, kangaroos, moose, eagles, seals, and tigers. Famous places are explored: pyramids, castles, canyons, tourist attractions, mountain ranges, and islands. Students learn about dominant religions such as Christianity, Islam, Judaism, and Hinduism. Lessons describe such things as rivers, ports, exports, free enterprise, national traditions, and transportation ranging from donkeys to jumbo jets. 
World Geography is recommended for 10th grade. However, it is applicable for one high school transcript credit for any grade level 9-12. The course consists of six soft-cover texts and six student activity books. Eighteen sections quizzes and six chapter tests are included to measure student competency.  
 
PILLARS OF CULTURE: 50 PEOPLE WHO MADE AMERICA GREAT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pillars of Culture consists of five soft-cover chapters with five companion student activity books. Section quizzes and chapter tests measure student comprehension.  This unique course is designed to earn one high school transcript credit in either social studies or Reading Enhancement. Highlighted vocabulary words, life principles, and activity questions enhance student’s potential for success.  Pillars of Culture features 50 people who contributed to making the United States a great nation.  Students cannot read this course without developing a deep appreciation for the nation’s heritage.  Each vignette exposes the good, bad, and ugly aspects of human nature. Role models in athletics, arts, academics, industry, government, communication, and religion demonstrate how men and women of various ethnic backgrounds applied their talents, skills, character, and temperaments to overcome obstacles to make major contributions to American culture. Pillars of Culture is a must-have course for today’s youth. (Scheduled for release in fall 2017) 

People, Places, and Events of World History
In People, Places, and Events of World History students learn the 15 basic components of cultures from 5000 BC through 2011 AD: Agriculture, Architecture, Communication, Discoveries, Dominant Personalities, Education, Families, Food, Government, Industry, Energy, Military, Religion, Sports, and Transportation. Chapter one begins with evidence of civilization in the Fertile Crescent, and expands to the major continents of the world. A conversational narrative style is designed to engage students. Selected vocabulary words are bolded and defined to help enrich the students’ understanding of the English language. Illustrations and maps are sprinkled through each chapter to create mental images that solidify comprehension of the People, Places, And Events of World History. Character principles are added to each lesson to prompt students to consider how their world view of life is being shaped. 
People, Places, and Events of World History is designed for high school students in grades 10, 11, or 12. The course consists of six soft-cover texts and six student activity books. Eighteen sections quizzes and six chapter tests are included to measure student competency.  This course is designed for one high school transcript credit. Some state education agencies allow world geography to be substituted for world history to satisfy social studies requirements for a high school diploma.

Principles and Precepts of Economics
Principles and Precepts of Economics is designed for senior-level students and earns 0.5 (1/2) transcript credit. Materials include three soft-cover texts (chapters), and three companion student activity books, plus a teacher’s resource kit (TRK), with nine section quizzes and three chapter tests. Students gain insight about the history and concept of economics, especially regarding free enterprise: private property, entrepreneurism, risk, debt, profit, government regulations, and causes and effects of depressions, inflation, and investment losses and gains. In the process, students get acquainted with the influence of Islam, Christianity, secularism, dictatorships, and progressive communism and socialism.  Principles and Precepts of Economics is designed to equip students to perpetuate free enterprise capitalism that is foundational to American culture, and how to avoid debt, and how to start and operate a successful business.  

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT   (projected for release in 2018)
United States Government is a senior-level course that is required in most states. Contents include the Founding Fathers, Events, and Documents, Student Resource Kit, and three chapters of texts with companion student activity books. A Teacher’s Resource Kit includes section quizzes and chapter tests to measure student comprehension.  United States Government  provides a detailed perspective of the people who developed the documents and policies that constitute the unique United States representative form of government based on principles of private property, rule of law, freedom of expression, trial by jury, and division of powers among executive, legislative, and judicial branches. The course reviews ancient forms of Greek, Roman, and British governments that were foundational to establishing United States Government.  Students gain an in-depth understanding and appreciation for representative government based on the rule of law that offers opportunities for citizens to improve their way of life as they pursue happiness, own property, obtain employment, worship, establish enterprises, and build families.  United States Government is designed to qualify for one high school transcript credit.  This course is a “must complete” by anyone interested in pursuing a legal career, political office, law enforcement, or becoming a teacher or college professor.

Basic Math Skills
Every lesson begins with theme art and an engaging narrative from “Professor K” designed to draw students into the lesson. Basic Math Skills covers basic math concepts beginning with simple properties and extending through calculations of powers and roots, percentages, volume, weight, temperature, area, and unknowns. Students receive a solid foundation in scientific notation, metric systems, multiplication, basic geometry, graphs, square and cube roots, PEMDAS, grouping, fractions, decimals, percent, and interest. Students learn how to understand and complete word problems, especially those types which appear on state academic assessments.
Basic Math Skills is designed for seventh grade students.  The course is also excellent for high school students who were under-served in other educational programs. Basic Math Skills consists of six soft-cover texts with six companion activity books. Eighteen section quizzes and six chapter tests are included.
Note: This course is also an excellent refresher study for older students or adults who need to brush up on basic math before taking competency exams or Algebra I. PAC’s Math Skills Diagnostic Test (available on our website) is designed to help teachers identify exactly where students should begin working to recover academic math gaps.  Basic Math Skills is recommended before students enroll in Intermediate Math Skills. High school students who complete at least six “gap-reduction” chapters of Basic Math Skills and Intermediate Math Skills qualify for one transcript credit in General, Consumer, or Basic Math.  
Intermediate Math Skills
Intermediate Math Skills is designed for eighth grade and is a continuation of Basic Math Skills. The style and format are identical. Content ranges from pre-algebra to introduction to basic algebra concepts. A scientific calculator is required. This course is also an excellent refresher course for persons who completed eighth grade math, but need to brush up on pre-algebra concepts before enrolling in algebra I or attempting competency exams for certification. PAC recommends that you download the Basic Math Skills Diagnostic Test to evaluate where your student needs remedial instruction. The diagnostic test is not necessary if your student has successfully completed Basic Math Skills. Completions of six chapters from Basic Math Skills and Intermediate Math Skills earns one high school transcript credit in General Math, Consumer Math, or Basic Math. 
NOTE: This course requires the use of the TI-83 scientific calculator, manufactured by Texas Instruments. While most functions are applicable to other scientific calculators, the student should study the operation manual of other makes and models to compare any differences. Chapter 6 of Basic Math Skills is recommended for the student assigned to complete Intermediate Math Skills.

Character and Skills for Home and Careers
Character and Skills for Home and Careers consists of five soft-cover chapters and five companion student activity books. Section quizzes and chapter tests measure student competencies. The course is designed to build positive character and introduce teenagers to basic tools and skills needed to save money and gain employment. Students learn skills pertaining to electricians, plumbers, carpenters, and mechanics, as well as time management and finances. Each of the 75 lessons begins with a narrative involving teenage characters who learn life skills while participating in home, shop, or community projects. The course is especially advantageous for students who need practical guidance in employment and domestic relationships. Tools are suggested, but not required. Character and Skills for Home and Careers was designed to equip youth with domestic and employment skills necessary for careers or needed to work their way through college without borrowing money for tuition and books.  A major benefit is that students learn how to perform maintenance on home and business equipment.  
The story line teaches practical benefits of cooperation with other ethnic groups, neighbors, and father-sons. The authors have crafted the course not only to teach students how to use basic tools, but also to embrace courtesy, honesty, integrity and commitment. The narrative style, graphics, and illustrations engage readers, drawing them into the lessons.  Like all Paradigm Accelerated Curriculum, this course develops vocabulary, engages right-and left brain strengths, and allows independent learning with minimum dependence on proctors or teachers.  Character and Skills for Home and Careers is worth one high school transcript. The companion activity books help students work through the course in regular classrooms, shop, or guided individualized learning programs. This excellent elective course is highly recommended for every high school boy, especially those whose fathers are not available or prepared to teach about tools or relationships.






